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Van Paassen, Pierre from the writer’s intention bring Savonarola once 

Crown Fire. The Life and Times more before the public eye because there the 

Girolamo Savonarola monk’s “life, teaching and martyrdom building 

Mar. 330p. $4.95. (Ila) material the bridge which the Pope said plan 

There are four themes skillfully interwoven the throw toward the separated brethren.” the pur- 


thor this new life Savonarola. The first derives pose this theme, Pierre Van Paassen has admirably 


20th 


succeeded. Crown Fire contains all the elements 
successful biography, thorough scholarship, emi- 
nently readable style and immersion the subject’s 
day and age. example the biographer’s art. 


The second theme can derived from the first. the 
word “martyrdom” above, the author’s point view 
derived from his interpretation the masses his- 
torical evidence, indicate his implied belief that the 
Renaissance monk was fact saint. The third theme 
follows sort counterpoint and consequence 
the other two, namely the idea that Savonarola’s preach- 
ing heeded, would have caused the Reformation 
take place within, not outside the Church. Finally, 
there the enunciation the theme that Fra Girolamo 
has much say our own times. 

Controversial figure though may be, there can 
doubt about his sincerity and his devotion the 
Church. was not charlatan. His brief span 
forty-seven years, saw the renewal spirit small 
City State where pagan perversions had previously pre- 
dominated. made prophecies that came true, while 
declaring himself not prophet. was fearless and 
personally pure time cowardice and impurity. 
his agony, prayed for those him. 


His story brief but fascinating. After being disdain- 
fully repulsed the age the daughter 
exiled nobleman‘s family, the Strozzi, wandered 
about doubt and self-distruct. His indecision grew 
until one day heard sermon Faenza the text 
from Genesis which God speaks Abraham 
dream: “Get thee out thy country, and from thy 


kindred, and from thy father’s house, into land that 


will show thee. Savonarola took the message 
spoken him personally. Shortly thereafter, 
left his native Ferrara and received admittance into the 
Dominican Order Bologna. Six years later, was 
stationed San Marco Florence. then began 
preaching, slowly and ineffectually first, but then 
with power shake men’s souls. After interval 
Brescia, returned Florence and became Prior 
San Marco 1491. The great Pico della Mirandola 
was one those who had requested his presence there. 


Immediately, refused pay homage Lorenzo de’ 
Medici whose family had rebuilt and now supported 
San Marco generously. Pierre Van Paassen presents 
enough evidence create reasonable doubt concern- 
ing the tale that Fra Girolamo refused death bed 
absolution Lorenzo when the latter would not accept 
condition for forgiveness, the restoration liberty 
the Florentines. 

occasion, circumstance forced Savonarola into the 
role statesman. saved the Florentines from the 
pillage and rape that Charles VIII brought into Italy 
what came known the “second invasion 
the Barbarians.” treating directly with the mon- 
arch, preserved the city peace. Shortly there- 
after, helped the ousting Piero de’ Medici 
who had succeeded Lorenzo with party corruption, 
fear and weakness. then worked for the formation 
new government the Venetian model but with- 
out Doge. 

Alexander once offered him Cardinal’s hat 
quiet him but brusquely refused the gesture. 
refused too, invitation Rome July, 1495, and 


again September the same year. 1496, had 
been excommunicated and hostile Signoria 
erning body) came into power. was composed 
the “compagnacci,” rich man’s good fellowship 
profligacy and vice, and encouraged his religious 
enemies whom had not few. 


preached several times despite the 
tiloi, declaring invalid. Yet, always protested his 
loyalty the Chair Peter and his submission the 
Church. The “compagnacci” stoned him, filled his 
pulpit with ordure during the night and desecrated the 
church where was preaching, with the impaled car 
cass donkey. His arrest and torture, the 
tion his bones, the crushing his members (all save 
the right hand request that could write the 
impassioned “Miserere” while almost half dead) and 
his death were but the logical consequence the 
events. 

interesting note that Machiavelli signed the 
petition Pope Alexander pleading for the 
drawal the ban Savonarola. was Machiavelli 
too, who, old arthritic man rose the Signoria 
put down scurrilous attack Savonarola’s memory 
1527: “Of such man Savonarola one may speak 
here with reverence only!” 

would too presumptuous try solve the 
lem Savonarola’s disobedience here. Perhaps one 


day the Holy See will so. That least, seems 


the implied hope the author. 


excellent book that should read everyone 
who likes read, every thinking adult. Recom- 


mended. 
Fordham University 


Capite, Raymond The Coming 
McKay. Apr. 1960. 208p. $3.50. 

rare occasions book appears that pleases its 
simplicity, freshness, and charm. Written with 
thing the humor the Papashvily’s Anything Can 
Happen and the mingled humor, pathos, and optimism 
Nathan’s One More Spring, this such 
ook. 


Mr. Capite’s first novel, which calls tale,” 
relates the coming America 1920 young 
nino Fabrizze, golden-haired, blue-eyed, bearing with 
him cup earth from the mountains his native 
Abruzzi. Cleveland becomes kind success 
symbol, rising from water-boy for railroad gang 
supervisor; starting his own grocery; becoming rich be- 
yond dreams investing stocks; and, last, 
parting, after financial disaster nobly borne, Chicago, 
seemingly far-off city whence writes irregularly 
his friends await his triumphant return. 

Fabrizze is, then, both folk-hero and 
King Arthur the old legends, imposes order 
chaos, helps and protects his people, and, the end, 
departs half-mythical place leaving behind mem- 
ories and legends his goodness and power, while his 
people hope for his coming again. The cup earth 
becomes kind cherished and guarde 
reminder the source strength. essence the 
book apologia for the opportunities America, 
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the men Abruzzi, and the existence heroes. 
age, well reminded that men exist 
who deserve our faith. 


this book little that negative and much that 
positive. The closest get evil one unpleasantly 
gasping individual appearing near the end who can 
countered “accidentally” dropping piece soap 
into the grinder when one grinding cheese for him. 
laughter and song, good wine, friendship and loyalty 
portantly, there life filled with confidence and opti- 
mism; and fully lived. 


There death, briefly, but more im- 


this book have way coming alive: Men- 
done and Poggio cooling their feet stream hot 
day the section gang, tired awaiting the water the 
two were have brought, descend upon them; Fabrizze 
search wife being pursued women search 
husband; Fabrizze wooing Grace Mendone com- 
petition with Mancini the carpenter, whose test the 
aflight stairs; the opening the grocery, with music, 
sng, laughter, and dancing; and the financial panic 
late 1929 which, nonetheless, the people this book 
not lose hope, for the love life and the expectation 
the return Fabrizze, who shares their love, are too 
strong for them. 

Mr. Capite, second-generation Italo-American, has 
written romantic evocation life the Italian sector 
American city; for his characters undoubtedly 


drew upon immigrants observed them 


native Cleveland, transforming them the power 
imagination. remarkable first novel, The Coming 
suggests that important new author has ap- 
peared. This reviewer suspects that may become 
minor American classic. Recommended. 


John Phillipson, 
Villanova University, 
Villanova, Pennsylvania 


Stern, Karl Through Dooms Love 
Straus Cudahy. Mar. 14, 1960. 433p. $4.95. 
a 


The author the moving Pillar Fire, now psychia- 
trist-in-chief St. Mary’s Hospital Montreal and 
professor Psychiatry the University Ottawa 
has written strangely compelling novel probing the 
problems human loneliness and need 
will not everyone’s choice for easy reading but 
should prove rewarding for the mature adult who re- 
flects reads. 


The central characters are pair exiles from Czecho- 
slovakia settled Chicago, father and daughter who 
had once been wealthy owners the Radbert Glass 
Works which the Nazis took over when they invaded 
the Sudetendeutschenland, forcing Leonhard Radbert 
and his daughter Marianne flee. There was son, 
Franz, but remained London and hardly figures 
inthe story. The little money they managed salvage 
and Marianne’s work photographer’s model for 
and occasional commercials permits 
them comfortable apartment. Leonhard, scholarly 
ineffectual old man, occupies his time and his mind 
giving lectures Czech and Bohemian societies 


until stricken paralysis that centers that 
portion his brain which controls pain. spite 
Marianne’s devoted efforts keep him home, 
finally has committeed huge mental hospital 
situated island near Chicago and called Holy 
Jordan. There the old man eventually learns ac- 
climate himself when finds that can helpful 
pitiably distorted young man his ward. There, 
too, are the doctors the hospital, 
notably Dr. Birnstamm refugee psychiatrist who 
has intimately known the hunted world the con- 
centration camps and flight across the Pyrenees, 
Doctor Wayne, brilliant enigmatic head the re- 
search center, and Doctor Gulbrannsen the idealistic 
Superintendent. 

Marianne’s work for high-fashion Feldner and Blake’s 
store has brought her into close contact with Barney 
Lukas, designer, and the quiet Mrs. Surin his de- 
partment. Lukas has fallen love with Marianne and 
she turn finds herself more and more attracted 
him. But the strain consequent her father’s illness 
and her indecision toward Barney culminates 
breakdown when she learns her father’s death 
Holy Jordan. Almost inexplicably those she has known 
and loved, Lukas, Mrs. Surin, are deeply 
affected Marianne’s breakdown. The resolution 
the problems all only indicated, but the indication 
points religious faith the basis any solution. 


Many minor characterizations are superbly done, and 
the intricacy this psychological novel has only been 
briefly sketched here. This Dr. Stern’s first novel 
and what flaws there are are attributable un- 
familiarity with this medium. But any such defects 
are more than compensated for the depth under- 
standing human motives and the warm compassion 
for people who are confused life and frustrated 
the loneliness the center every human heart. The 
title derives from line cummings’ poems, “My 
father moved through dooms love.” For the mature 
reader, this can recommended. 
Grady, 


Clea 


Durrell, Lawrence 

Dutton. Mar. 287p. $3.95. (IIb) 
you have not read Justine, Balthazar, and Mountolive 
—pass on. Clea the final gathering together the 
threads. 


Years have passed. The memory what has been has 
become somewhat confused, perhaps softened and beau- 
tified the mind Sade—who wrote the opening 
volume, Justine, just saw the whole story pass by. 
Now writing the final volume, the summing up. 
sails for Alexandria, for the city knew well, 
for the people whose lives were more his life than his 
own was. But they are different. come. The 
starkness war has stripped from their lives, even 
from their persons, and especially from their city, all 
the perfumed exotic beauty which made even the hor- 
rible things fascinatingly beautiful. Now there are ex- 
posed all the sharp angles which rub against each other. 
There wear and cankers where their lives touch upon 
each other, once those same lives rubbed softly like 
velvet against all the lives around them. Justine 
withdrawn into cold destructive blast bitterness. 


Nessim indestructible, the the 
essence serenity—even Nessim has become only 
shell his former self, moving quietly through world 
that has fallen destruction about him, like old 
ghost lost the destruction his erstwhile ruins. And 
the city has become city war, air raids, new 
world which eating the old world though were 
only tiny cream puff. 


From the pen great writer, great final chapter. 
the same blinding perfection writing which 
the great mark Durrell, and the same haunting sug- 
gestion that new dream may unfold tomorrow. 
you have not read the first three, this would mean- 
ingless. you have—fortunate have the fourth 


last. 
O’Gorman 
Dutton. Apr. 6,1960. 248p. $3.50. 


Scott’s latest adventure story pure escapism. 
utilizes setting from Michener, local color from 
Frisbie, and plot from Defoe for kind Nordhoff-and- 
Hall account two men whose separate dreams 
utopia collapse South Sea island. calls for 
heavy concessions credibility and for reader seek- 
ing release from reality substitute for the flying 
saucers science fiction. 


awkward double beginning introduces first Mr. 
Skinner (he has first name), clerk London im- 
port jewelry firm who wins the Java Sweepstakes and 
thereby enabled pursue his life’s dream. Years 
before, the course finding suppliers for his em- 
ployer, had discovered uninhabited isle the 
Pacific where now resolves found personal para- 
dise. abandons his humdrum job and equally 
dull marriage and set out for Shangri-la. 


Meantime set strange circumstances has acquainted 
Ronald Mackintosh, Scotch sailor, with the same 
island and its lagoon full pearls. equips ex- 
pedition and with three companions reaches the place 
begin dredging oysters means his own kind 
utopia. 


Within few weeks the Scotsmen discover they are not 
alone: Skinner living there monarch over twenty- 
one Oriental women whose special abilities and com- 
mon disillusionment with life have helped him estab- 
lish “Heaven Earth.” The situation seems fraught 
with bacchanalian possibilities, but matters proceed very 
properly under agreement maintain segregation 
communities and areas activity. 


When the oysters have all been opened and Mackintosh 
has set out for Scotland, discovers that his precious 
demi-john filled with rice instead pearls. Return 
the island discloses that Young Bamboo and sailor 
had developed secret love affair and she had taken 
the pearls prevent his leaving her. frantic search 
eventually catches Young Bamboo and recovers the 
pearls, but Mackintosh then discovers his ship fading 
away the horizon. Skinner and Silver, his girl Fri- 
day, have stolen seek another paradise while the 
Scotsmen are left Ecalpemos (spell backwards) 
with their pearls and twenty women. 


The conclusion seems invite each reader’s sequel 
settle his own choice heaven, perhaps moralize 
with the Pardoner. critical eye can find ready objec. 
tions commonplaceness style, naiveté character, 
and the flora and fauna island that offers not 
only oysters but bananas, monkeys, turkeys, breadfruit, 
oranges, and pineapples, not mention all sorts 
convenient fresh-water springs and habitable caves. But 
this book that asks not for critical eyes but lively 
imagination willing led Eldorado for old 


and young alike. 
George Grauel, 
John Carroll University, 
Cleveland, Ohio 


Coulehan, Norbert The Fourth King 
Lippincott. Apr. 13,1960. 222p. $3.95. (IIb) 


“Provoked” his own words “by the inability history 
recognize that steer east one must travel from the 
west”; Norbert Coulehan, former professional seaman, 
has written this novel, based his own interpretation 
the Biblical story the Magi. His interpretation 
that, rather than having shown itself the East, the 
star was followed the east and hence the Magi had 
come from somewhere the West. Most authori- 
ties take the position that the Magi followed the star 
which rose the East, i.e., any region east the Jordan 
and the Dead Sea. 

this story, Titus Terentius, sea tribune the 
Roman military organization, was sent Augustus 
collect two the three Kings whom the Emperor 
wished bring Rome discuss negotiated Pax 
Mundana. Chartering ship, sailed the mysterious 
Quadrantus and crew deafmutes, Titus went the 
West Coast “Africa where embraked the lusty 
King Daq and thence the north meet the more 
thoughtful and wordy Erlking Saga. These two 
brings Rome where they join with mysterious Khan 
from the East set negotiations with Augustus 
which eventually fail. There the three Kings hear 
new King about arise mysterious Palestine, the 
land Herod. Instead returning them their 
homes Titus takes them Palestine. route King 
Daq has dream which leads them decide bear 
Augustus’s gifts them the new King. route 
also appears the new star which guides them the 
east the story ends. 


The main plot complicated web palace 
trigue over the negotiations and over the succession 
Augustus’s power. There also much satirical 
mentary the relations the characters their 
gods. all, the book somewhat amusing, not 
much value and seemingly harmless for educated 
adults. 


Pargeter, Edith The Heaven Tree 
Doubleday. Apr. 406p. $4.50. 


Europe the thirteenth century, when the great 
drals were the building, when England struggled 
under Papal interdict; when feudal lords battled each 
other fierce border skirmishes, when the consciences 
men were increasingly disturbed the anomaly 
serfdom, presents colorful challenge for any 
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The Heaven Tree, Edith Pargeter tells the story 
Harry Talvace, son landed proprietor Shrews- 
bury, who runs away from home boy become 
stone mason’s apprentice and, eventually, the designer 
one the great English Churches. Miss Pargeter de- 
velops two themes her novel; the rebellion the 
individual against the social injustices his time, and 
the growth artist. She presents the first theme 
convincingly her portrait Harry Talvace from the 
time that ran away with his friend, the son vil- 
lein, save the boy from harsh law that would have 
cut off his right hand for childish prank, his re- 
the peak his career, use slave labor his 
cathedral, the tragic end his life when was 
executed for rescuing nine-year-old child who had 
political pawn between feuding lords and 
England’s king. 

The second theme, the development Harry the 
sculptor and architect cathedrals, one wishes the 
author had explored more fully. Were the medieval 
cathedrals really the dream individual architects? 
Did the craftsmen work from architectural drawings? 
How familiar were they with the architecture Greece 
and How were the artisans How were 
they What part did the Church play the 
the cathedrals? How long did take 
build cathedral, and how many men worked 
All these questions Miss Pargeter leaves unan- 
swered, although she does suggest her picture 
Harry Talvace, the artist, something how feels 
conceive and execute great church. 


There chivalrous love story The Tree, 
and colorful vignettes life feudal castles, mon- 
asteries, and the cities London and Paris. Despite 
the fact that Edith Pargeter Prescott, she has pro- 
duced here readable and appealing, superficial, pic- 
ture life the thirteenth century. 


Genevieve Casey 


deVillalonga, José Luis The Man Blood 
Simon and Schuster. Mar. 21, 1960. 178p. $3.00. (III) 
Into Paris, after twenty years the Soviet Union, comes 
former general the anti-Franco army, Francisco 
Pizarro. peasant, reared the estate Spanish 
grandee, Pizarro had become recognized military 
genius; disillusioned with Communism, hopes 
return Spain work again for the Spanish “people” 
against the forces the “Dictator.” Paris meets 
other Spanish exiles and, despite their warnings that 
and his kind have place the present scheme 
things, does return the land loves, only 
shot down shortly after crossing the border from France 
Franco’s agents. 


must recognized that The Man Blood essen- 
tially propaganda novel. Villalonga fought with 
the Franco forces during the Civil War but became dis- 
illusioned with the new regime; presently living 
France after being sentenced long term imprison- 
ment absentia the Spanish government. Neither 

ommunist nor radical, the author violently anti- 

ranco; and the reader’s judgment the novel cer- 
tain influenced his attitudes toward the present 
government Spain. 


Prescinding from the novelist’s thesis, one must agree 
that The Man Blood gripping, moving novel 
violence and action. The protagonist masterly por- 
trait professional soldier the old school, tough, 
self-reliant, bloodthirsty. Yet Pizarro has his weak- 
nesses; has loved one woman, not wisely but too 
well; and possesses almost feminine love for his 
native country. 


Vilallonga his very best his description 
the life the Spanish exiles Paris. has captured 
the smell the olive-oil drenched cooking and rank 
Canary Island cigars; introduces the wild aban- 
don flamenco music; and, above all, makes clear 
the attachment the Spaniard the mystique 
the bull ring. There great atmospheric stuff here, 
and the novelist makes the most it. 


Over all there sense passion, fiery tempera- 
ments, mingled savagery and Christianity. The major 
objection which might raised against the novel 
that treats frankly and openly sexual escapades; 
but the whole the author more guilty than 
Mauriac, Graham Greene, Evelyn Waugh. 
And there is. course, the moot question present 
day Spanish politics; but this should not really influence 
literary appraisal. Finally, the translation from the 
French Hugo Charteris admirable. Mature adults 
will find this one challenging. 

Stephen Ryan, 

Xavier University, 

New Orleans, Louisiana 


del Castillo, Michel The Disinherited 
Knopf. 274p. $3.95. (IIb) 


Waste and disillusionment mark the lives all the 
characters Michel del Castillo’s The Disinherited. 
Translated from the original French Humphrey 
Hare, this novel, set Madrid during the Spanish 
Civil War, tells the idealistic but brief hopes that 
Communism would eliminate poverty. Their hopes 
are completely destroyed. 

The principal figures are chosen from both the highest 
and the lowest levels society: Santiago Leyes, 
born aristocratic family that administered its 
wealth with benevolence and with the appearance 
Christianity; and Olny, son incredible poverty, 
occupant the inhuman Zone slums Madrid. Both 
young men espouse Communism. 


The plot the novel rather simple; its handling, im- 
mature. The novelist pieces out his story, introduces 
his characters, describes their families, then sets the 
story motion. The pattern just that plain: action, 
characterization, case histories, further action, more 
characterization, more case histories, and on. Rarely 
are these elements run together. 


Both Santiago Leyes and Olny hope for better 
Spain. They meet when the latter attends lecture 
socialism, Communist variety, delivered the young 
aristocrat. The two men seem share political and 
economic ideals, even though the author does not dem- 
onstrate very clearly what these are. know that 
there ample cause for change; see that the char- 
acters also recognize the need. But are never sure 
that the people united hatred are all united 


solution. Indeed, one the writer’s themes that 
the people are fighting for causes without thinking out 
the probable results. 

Through Santiago’s charity Olny escapes the Zone. 
With his bride and younger brother lives middle- 
class apartment Madrid. But his political activities 
are very dangerous, and before long all but mur- 
dered the Fascists. 

During Franco’s siege Madrid, Leyes has change 
heart. can longer accept the Communist 
position entirely right. When defects—he never 
comes near adopting the Fascist Com- 
munists throw him prison where anxiously re- 
views his ideas about God, government, and death. 
The Disinherited ends tragically and ironically. The 
Communists appoint Olny execute his former teacher 
and friend. Olny himself, disillusioned and impotent, 
turns drink. 

The Disinherited novel extremes, distrust and 
death, vulgarity and cruelty, ignorance and god- 


lessness. 
Joseph Wolff, 
Loyola University, 
Chicago, 


Stewart, Mary Brother Michael 
Mills. Apr. 1960. 313p. $3.95. (IIb) 


The author the enthusiastically received Nine 
Coaches Waiting, 1959, has moved Greece, (spe- 
cifically the area around Delphi), for her latest novel 
rimance and intrigue. The tale told Camilla 
Haven, 25, unattached English schoolmistress travel- 
ing limited budget, whom shabby little man mis- 
takes for “Simon’s girl” and into whose hands drops 
the keys for rented car driven from Athens 
Delphi matter life and death. Simon proves 
English schoolmaster preoccupied with in- 
vestigating the circumstances his brother’s death, 
some years earlier. Michael had been under- 
cover man for the Special Air Service the years when 
Greece was overrun the Germans and Russia had 
already set the partisans each others’ throats. Simon 
believes that his brother’s last letter hinted excit- 
ing discovery the latter had made the slopes 
Mount Parnassus and that there possibility re- 
ferred British gold flown the underground dur- 
ing the war. Slowly, the plot develops 
artists, archeologist’s mistress, and two former traitors 
are caught the narrative. When the denouement 
reached, justice meted out fashion satisfy 
Camilla whose opening gambit page one had been 


The author’s smoothly flowing prose, her skill de- 
picting the countryside and ability make the reader 
feel the scene, her identification village 
types, and her evident rich background Greek his- 
tory, art and literature make pleasant reading. The 
quotations from Greek writers which introduce each 
chapter are apt and provocative. The action slow, 
however, and the principal characters lack the warmth 
and appeal which was strong point her Nine 
Coaches Waiting. The fact that maximum enjoyment 
may depend upon association the allusions and set- 
ting with classical history, plus two mildly mauve pas- 


SELLERs 


sages, (both handled with admirable restraint and with. 
out lingering details), may diminish the book’s jp. 
terest for some readers and restrict its use with young 
adults conservative groups. 

Helen Butler, Ph.D. 


Nathan, Robert The Color Evening 
Knopf. Mar. 23, 1960. $3.50. 


Max Loeb, elderly painter, rented garage from 
Hermione Bloemendal, widow, and converted into 
studio. Jon Kuzik, ambitious art-student, was his 
only pupil. Max, Hermione and Jon often went for 
recreation the Playa del Rey, the high-sounding name 
for ordinary California beach. These picnics the 
sea were pleasant and uneventful until Halys Smith 
disturbed the even tenor their lives. 


They found her there one evening shivering from the 
cold and exhausted from the lack food. Max had 
her clothed and fed and invited her live with him 
since she had run away from her family 
Halys served his model, and gradually Max’s 
tion for the homeless waif turned thoughts love. 
This fact soon became evident and caused estrange- 
ment with Hermione, who hoped one day become 
Mrs. Loeb. Even Jon, through jealousy, longer came 
him for his usual lessons. 


Halys was grateful Max but had intention 


marrying him, for she was twenty and was sixty. 
She therefore suddenly left the studio without word 
thanks explanation, and few days later became 
the wife Jon. But their marriage proved un- 
happy, since she was hindering rather than helping her 
young husband his artistic career. Meanwhile Max 
had fallen seriously ill, and for the first time became 
aware Hermione’s charms she nursed him back 
health. Hence not only forgave the tearful and 
repentant Halys when she came back him, but also 
found the way saving her marriage his victorious 
rival. this happy note the story ends. 


The Color Evening contains all the qualities that 
have become the hall-mark Robert Nathan’s novels: 
felicity style, whimsical satire and unshaken con- 
fidence man’s readiness help another his hour 
need. think most readers will enjoy it. 


Stephen McKenna, 
Santa Maria University, 
Ponce, Puerto Rico 


Straight, Michael 
Knopf. Apr. 15, 1960. 375p. $4.50. (IIb) 


Beside four-lane highway near the city Sheridan, 
Wyoming, stands Historic Landmark. this spot 
December 21, 1866, seventy-nine men the 18th 
Infantry and the 2nd Cavalry and four civilians 
under the command Lt. Col. Wm. Fetterman 
were massacred the Sioux Indians under the 
mand Red Cloud. The marker notes that there 
were survivors. 

The present historical, novel tells the story which culmi- 
nated the Fetterman Massacre. abundance 
historical evidence draw upon, the author admits 
that felt justified, for the sake the story, going 
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and with. beyond the evidence. The story tells good one, 
book’s and the storyteller his best the simple telling 
ith young it, presenting action. The battle Crazy Woman’s 


Crossing thrilling experience and the outstanding 


presenting his characters the author has not easy 
time it. The novel named after the commander 
Evening expedition which moved out from Old Fort Philip 
Kearney Nebraska the new yet-to-be-built Fort 
from Phil Kearny Wyoming. Colonel Henry 
into Carrington, and rather pathetic character is. Full 
was his self-importance and sense righteousness, 
went for prides himself living the book, whether 
name military manual the Bible. Yet when the book re- 
ics the quires him violence his pitying nature, can- 
Smith bring himself follow it. His failure forceful 
the right time turns his men against him; and while 
from the policy toward the Indians strategically the correct 
Max had his officers regard inspired cowardice. 
with him Colonel Carrington meant the hero the book, 
Oregon. not presented the sort inspire hero worship. 
x’s subordinates, their turn, are, almost without ex- 
love. ambitious insubordinate lot, whom one 
estrange- could love. The only character who makes real bid 
become for the reader’s sympathetic interest civilian photog- 
ger came rapher, but the Indians finish him off halfway through 
the story. 
sixty, may sound, the dialogue the least felici- 
author’s description him would lead ex- 
Iping her painfully trivial. other times, and this much 
more frequently the case, the lines are bookish style 
unnaturally pedantic content. Often, there- 
fore, the dialogue either boring out harmony 
with the prevailing mood. 
but Nonetheless, the reader’s enthusiasm for exciting 
story, vividly told, will override incidental annoyances. 


The author commended for his obviously pains- 
taking research, and for the personal interest that 


prompted him commemorate thus fittingly event 
which the author the jacket says, “In all our his- 


tory there have been only two battles comparable 
it: the Alamo and Custer’s Last Stand.” 
Hugh Kennedy, 


his hour 


Wernersville, Pennsylvania 
% * 
Lee, Laurie The Edge Day 
Morrow. Mar. 23,1960. 276p. $4.00. 
rington (Book-of-the-Month Club 
leave the hustle-bustle everyday life 
heridan, this year 1960 and enter into the lyric time quiet 
his spot this story boyhood the west England. 
the time artfully recreated these pages, the fastest 
civilians mode travel was horse. night, families hud- 
tterman dled the glow the kerosene lamp, each preparing 
own way for the next day, all communicating 
amanner that has largely disappeared with the advent 
television. The tale told vivid word-pictures, 
culmi- enhanced illustrator John Ward’s fine line-drawings. 
indance Aside from the obvious literary merit the writing— 
Lee obviously poet heart and has published 


going books poems—this reviewer wondered that 


The Edge Day was chosen (along with Nevil Shute’s 
Trustee from the Toolroom) the Book-of-the-Month 
Club, un-apropos anything. Possibly was 
because the literary merit the prose and the edi- 
tors the Club felt was time signalize good writ- 
ing for change. Whole passages this book beg 
read aloud, particularly families where growing 
children will charmed the imagery and the de- 
scriptions way life different from their own. 
possible, too, that teachers English will love this 
and read portions students who will, they hope, 
absorb some the originality, the simplicity, and the 
variety expression, the vibrant style this book. 
earnestly hope they do. This recommended 
for all but the most blasé readers. 


Wilson, Guthrie Dear Miranda 
Simon and Schuster. Apr. 1960. 248p. $3.50. (Ila) 
Guthrie Wilson New Zealander who has written 
five novels, one which, Brave Company, was called 
Time “the greatest book dealing with infantry war- 
fare come out the last war.” Now, what would 
possess such man turn his attention the froth 
Dear And what would make him think, 
just because could write knowingly about infantry- 
men, that could dissect beautiful blonde and find 
out what makes her Anita Loos did the definitive 
work this basic type. Mere males will never produce 
Lorelei Lee. 


Mr. Wilson further chooses tell his story the first 
person singular, thus leting see into Miranda’s very 
soul. But, must admit, and Miranda keep light, 
breezy and strictly tongue-in-cheek. “Dear Miranda,” 
(as her friends call her, who knows how ironically?), 
self-confessed career-girl; and her career men. 
She goes far, for she likeable and clever besides being 
gorgeous blonde. And how many assets does girl 
need, after her middle-class origins Syd- 
ney, she rises, through several marriages, title 
(every girl’s dream), country estate outside London, 
convenient widowhood, and glorious Lady-Bounti- 
ful phase during Hitler’s War. leave her 
well-preserved forty-three, back Australia, remarried 
her first husband, (who himself line for title), 
and well satisfied with life and love. Dear Miranda! 


all faintly amusing. But not hilarious, that 
were the intention. And somehow Miranda sounds 
more like man—Mr. Wilson, presume? 
Miriam Flaherty Quinn, 
Bala-Cynwyd, Pennsylvania 


Searls, Hank The Crowded Sky 
Harper. Mar. 23, 1960. 274p. $3.95. (Ila) 
(Literary Guild 

There were several choices which had made 
Dale Heath when walked into operations. 
pally had pick flight plan, and there was also 
the matter the radio that had habit fading out 
occasionally. selected his flight plan, decided 
play along with the radio, walked out, and moments 
later was screaming out across the runway his jet, 
headed east. 


Thousands miles away another choice was being 
made the Captain the big transport. chose 
the northern route California, never knowing that 
all the billions cubic miles air that lay over the 
northern continent, had rendezvous with navy 
jet one small pocket over Oklahoma. 


This the story how two ships find each other all 
those cubic miles. the incredible story midair 
collison. And told with the stunning sweep 
narrative that only polished professional can deliver. 
the story the lives everyone concerned, the 
pilots, the crews, the passengers, the very dull men 
the ground who move lives the checkerboard before 
them, weather and radar dictate moves. 


frankly confess that viewed the cover with some 
grave reservations. looked too Bobbsy Twinsish 
me. was not quite prepared meet one the finest 
pieces beautiful construction and sheer story that 
have come across long time. Top drawer stuff 
areal pro. Easy pie reading. Read it. For all adults. 


O’Gorman 


Sorenson, Virginia Kingdom Come 
Harcourt, Brace. Mar. 16,1960. 497p. $5.75. 

For the most part the novels Virginia Sorenson have 
had their setting her native West; among them were 
Little Lower Than the Angels, (1942), and Many 
Heavens, (1954). Recently she has been adding her 
reputation with her stories for children, one them, 
Miracles Maple Hill, being awarded the Newberry 
Utah valley, christened Little Denmark its original 
settlers, where she listened avidly the old stories 
how this group Danes left their homeland and crossed 
the Atlantic cast their lot with the dry and moun- 
tainous Kingdom the Latter Day Saints. 1954, 
virtue Guggenheim fellowship, Mrs. Sorenson 
went Denmark learn more about this little known 
exodus. What she discovered forms the background 
and theme her new novel, Kingdom Come. 


the spring 1850 Hanne Dalsgaard, sweet sixteen, 
only child, bit spoiled, the daughter prosperous 
Jutland farmer and his socially pretentious wife, falls 
love with shy and inarticulate orphan, Svend Mad- 
sen, one the hired hands. When her parents discover 
the budding romance, Svend dismissed from service 
and enters the army take part the Schleswig- 
Holstein war. companion arms, Simon Peter, who 
ardent Baptist, awakens Svend’s interest reli- 
gion. the close the war Hanne and Svend meet 
again Copenhagen. There with the unexpected help 
two Mormon missionaries Svend happens upon his 
long lost brother, Anders. Interpreting this un- 
mistakeable sign, and Simon Peter become convinced 
believers and missionaries the new creed. 


Among Svend’s first converts are his friends, the Mal- 
who work the farm for Hanne’s parents. His 
apostolic endeavors and the opposition Hanne’s par- 
ents permit the lovers only chance, brief meetings. 
Animosity the new religion soon rears its head: the 
Malling’s house stoned, the evening Hanne’s birth- 
day when she pays rare visit there. When Svend 


preaches funeral sermon the grave old Martha 
Malling, makes deep impression 
friends Hanne. They persuade the Lutheran bishop 
offer Svend the opportunity career the 
lished Church. The offer presented temptingly 
Hanne, who amazed and downcast when Svend 
fuses take the bait and sails off evangelize Norway, 
The books and ardent letters sends Hanne are 
cepted her vigilant mother and local pastor. Finally 
Hanne learns the deception and joins the Mallings, 
who are leaving for Copenhagen route the new 
Zion America. Sometime later, when Svend 
leased from his Norwegian jail, where had been 
confined for proselytizing, rejoins Hanne. Arm 
arm they set forth for the Promised Land. 


This brief outline course does scant justice the 
telling the tale with its warm and tender writing, its 
skillful evocation the charm Denmark, its 
ways, and its simple and attractive people. skillfully 
depicts the social and political ferment that was stirring 
Denmark the latter half the nineteenth century, 
the fossilization the Established Church loss 
vital contact with the poor. even renders plausible 
the inroads the Mormon missionaries made 
credulous and pious people. Armed with blind faith 
their prophet and willingness endure hardship 
and persecution, they held out promise earthly 
paradise and eternal salvation boot. Their pains and 
efforts were rewarded boat load after boat load 
“Scandinavian Saints,” handy with the hoe, the axe 
and the hammer, who would settle and build Brigham 
Young’s venture Salt Lake Valley. 


Not recommended for its theology, interesting 
bit Americana, peopled loveable and credible 
human beings, possessed courage, conscience, hope 


and belief God. 
Jacklin, 


Georgetown University 


Hamilton, Edward The Haunted Stars 
Torquil-Dodd, Mead. Mar. 14, 1960. 192p. $2.95. (Ila) 


When the young philologist, Robert Fairlie, was 
teriously summoned the government rocket base 
New Mexico found himself entrusted with the trans 
lation some mysterious recordings found the 
United States moon base. Solving the problem dis 
closed that 30,000 years ago the Vanryn from the planet 
Ryn the star Altair had conquered space and had 
had outpost Earth’s moon which had been totally 
destroyed some mysterious force. The survivors 
that catastrophe, deprived their technology, became 
the ancestors man Earth. 

With the knowledge gained the translation, ship 
built which carries party search the answer 
the riddle and weapons for use against the mysteri- 
ous power Ryn. There they find deteriorated race 
who are planet-bound and too fearful the Llorn, the 
shadowy being who had destroyed their technology, 
reveal anything the Earthmen. But DeWitt, the 
leader the party and single-minded man search 
power for his country, forces the Vanryn reveal 
the location their dncient records. The Llorn, who 
have been watching, return and after DeWitt killed, 
convince the others that man wants space exploration 
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only conquer other life forms. They stopped the 
Vanryn from doing this force, procedure they will 
longer use. Instead the Earthlings they give 
prophecy what will happen Earth persists seek- 
ing space travel. 


This small item rather well done with plausible 
theme and well executed plot. general, suit- 
able for adult readers. 


Bradbury, Malcolm Eating People Wrong 
Knopf. Apr. 11, 1960. 275p. $4.00. (IIb) 

This novel concerns teacher English literature 
British university. Stuart Treece, age 40, rather 
mild professor who heads his department and directs 
number students tutorials. Louis Bates, one 
Treece’s pupils, eccentric and confused. falls 
love with Emma Fielding. Other students appear. 
One these Eborebelosa, African, whose main 
occupation seems locking himself lavatories. 
Eborebelosa also fancies Emma, but discouraged 
his pursuit when Emma tells him that she and Treece 
are interested one another. witness number 
teas and socials where Emma acts make Treece’s 
contacts with the guests more affable. and 
Emma actually begin affair, while Louis Bates fumes 
and interferes. Things The author introduces 
and satirizes British beatnik writer, Carey Willoughby. 
the end Emma rejects all her boy friends, and Bates 


While this supposedly witty novel appears seek—in 
vain—humor, also attempts point moral, namely 
that “anguished and independent and critical doubt 
really more fruitful for the soul” than something like 
Catholicism, for example: although, course, 
obvious that neither Treece nor Bradbury know any 
more about what Catholicism than Paul Blanshard 
does. not believe, but, all means, doubt—that 
the slogan this mélange; and even though doubt 
the order Bradbury’s day, let add few beliefs. 
have doubt about the dullness this novel. 
have doubt that the publisher erred accepting 
for publication. have doubt that reading this book 
was for me—and would for 


occupation. 
Paul Doyle, Ph.D., 
Fordham University, 
New York, New York 


Pawel, Ernst the Absence Magic 
Macmillan. Apr. 11,1960. 220p. $3.75. (IIb) 


The jacket this book describes adult novel 
ideas. The two main characters were supposed 
have been there when the Freudian Movement got 
underway, the reader who acquainted with psy- 
choanalytic literature wlil braced for the shock 
casual vulgarity and adept untangling the clues. 


Burt ageing who has somehow managed 
Preserve some adolescent posturings; 
charming, and dangerously neurotic. had dabbled 
some this New Faith back during the old days when 
hit Berlin, but left its priesthood for the more appeal- 
ing and less taxing job writing about travel. His 


former lay-confessor, Peter, had once been famous 
Viennese analyst, but flurry honest indignation 
what the disciples had done their master’s doc- 
trines, retired island just off the South Atlantic 
Coast. Here Burt comes after many years for now- 
or-never treatment for what seems old fash- 
ioned case fear darkness, which linked with sexual 
inadequacy, undermining his happiness. Peter, the 
father-image, has become kind secular 
roaming the beaches and thinking deep and rather 
sterile thoughts. is, however, indulging his 
the point allowing paternal instinct get the 
better him with the adoption two Spanish or- 
phans. One them, Dolores, girl sixteen. Burt 
has betrayed Peter already three occasions and his 
compulsion this fourth time seducing Dolores 
instead taking the cure, the crux the story. 


Much the intellectual conversation, heavily padded 
with psychoanalytic clichés, takes place the hermit’s 
cottage. There are some arresting aphorisms. The au- 
thor has style: the use non-sentences allow the 
reader catch thoughts popping from Burt’s sub- 
conscious. Most these phrases are meaningful 
context and give the characters second inner voice 
not unlike those Eugene O’Neill’s Strange Interlude. 
Sometimes they seem more like cheap trick: “In these 
hick-towns, thought, come nine o’clock, everybody 
dies. Even the ones that are dead begin with” 
(p. 135). 

Psychoanalysis not helped this novel. The book 
could serve adequate illustration its shortcom- 
ings those who still look New Faith. The 
search for self-knowledge with the implication that 
with will come integrity. Even Analyst Peter’s rock- 
bottom honesty, symbolized but never much expressed 
beyond silent smile, not much for mending poor 
Burt’s soul. the absence magic some kind 
supernatural solution, there not any possibility do- 
ing so; can never sure that the author ever means 


imply this. 
Brother Gabriel, F.S.C., 
Salle College, 
Bacolod City, Negro Occidental, 
Philippines 


Blake, William Are the Makers Dreams 
Simon and Schuster. Apr. 1960. 342p. $4.95. (IIb) 
This novel related René Joliet, Parisian book- 
binder. René marries woman named Antoinette, who 
has had illegitimate son Russian emigré and 
has been divorced from American. The newly- 
married couple honeymoon Munich, where they see 
Hitler eating restaurant, and Venice. Not long 
after—two chapters exact—Antoinette shows that 
she much more interested Jacques, her illegitimate 
son, than René. Jacques boorish toady; yet his 
mother defends and justifies his nastiness thoroughly 
that her marriage René breaks. While all this 
occurring, have constant political discussion, theo- 
rizing, and commentary. Many the sinister political 
machinations revolve around fascist named Culm- 
bach. Jim Gordon, Australian, and his second 
wife, Peggy Hume, are introduced into the story. Gordon 
still pursued the neurotic Alastair Frewen-Char- 


ters, his first wife. This triangle persists for some time 
until René finally shows Gordon how deal with 
Alastair. Krestianov, the father Antoinette’s illegi- 
timate son, employed Nazi agent. in- 
structed win his son’s support that Jacques may 
become useful the Germans. Antoinette deceived 
Krestianov’s behavior, and she looks with favor 
his efforts win the friendship Jacques. Eventually 
Gordon and Peggy Hume get involved the Spanish 
Civil War. René goes Spain fight against the 
Rebels, but severely wounded and returned 
France. Later René accused Nazi sympathies and 
incarcerated Paris. The Germans sweep through 
France; Krestianov and Antoinette the United 
States; Culmbach, who collaborating with the Ger- 
mans, killed Jacques’ uncle and grandfather when 
they learn attempting corrupt Jacques 
has corrupted others; and René escapes England. 
The marriage Jim Gordon and Peggy Hume ends 
divorce. Peggy and René now realize their love. They 
marry, return France, and work with the French 
underground. Jacques killed the Germans 
rebels against them. 


reader this novel can certainly understand the 
value the unities time, place, and action. What 
needs the space perhaps ten volumes here given 
one book; result, the book’s elements become 
sketchy and scattered and the events and characters 
become improbable and unbelievable the way they 
are presented. René, for example, just does too much 
too many different places too many different 
times. Antoinette particularly unlikeable char- 
acter, and the reader astounded that René could pos- 
sibly remain love with her long does. 


But, above all, the obsession with politics kills the book. 
The author obviously more interested 
happenings and movements than people—this 
fatal any narration. one place Peggy Hume 
rebels against number people the novel: “You’re 
all mad economics, that sort 
damn all the stupid one-track talk about the state, 
Italy, Germany, France. has killed me, killed 
patience, this everlasting talk about capital and cur- 
rencies.” This commentary the perfect criticism 
Mr. Blake’s book. difficult imagine more 
manipulated and boring novel. 
Paul Doyle, Ph.D. 


Woodin, Noel Fine Frenzy 
Knopf. Apr. 1960. 219p. $1.65 (Paperback). (IIb) 
The lines Midsummer’s Night’s Dream immediately 
preceding those from which the title this first novel 
are taken are: “The lunatic, the lover, and the poet 
Are imagination all compact.” Julian Starke, the 
picaresque hero Mr. Woodin’s novel, tries all 
three. Shakespeare’s play Theseus very strangely 
alligns the three types on, all days, his wedding day. 
Also very strangely Starke’s tripartite self imagina- 
tively but unevenly compacted. joie vivre 
Kerouac who hitchikes and down England having 
adventures about which couldn’t have cared less. 
flits from one pedestrian occupation another, from 
ice-cream vendor cabbage gardener smuggler, all 
with great zest, but failing communicate any excite- 


ment for the reader. (There’s one exception: street 
paver Oxford streets almost Fieldingesque 
taking more tea-breaks than paving.) drunkard 
who has steady progression mistresses, Janet, Betty, 
Elizabeth, all whom reflect the author’s limited ex. 
perience only one world—the sterile land Bohemia, 


The style what annoys. obviously Beckett and 
derivative books the author has recently read. 
ary name-dropping, the use capital letters, elliptical 
dialogue, smart-alecky phrasing—all show immaturity 
and the frenzied attempt say old things new 
way. think Mr. Woodin, who has extraordinary 
felicity with words, should back his first 
poetry. novelist has failed give airy 
ing local habitation and name. 


note the publisher: this novel calculated 
supplying the public with cheaper-priced fiction, the 
experiment will fail unless you something other than 


imitate Evergreen.) 
John Murray, Ph.D., 
University Scranton 


Sire, Glen The Deathmakers 
Simon and Schuster. Apr. 11, 1960. 280p. $3.95. (IV) 


Captain Brandon was leading armored column 
across Germany the last days World War II. 
kas good soldier, battle tested, but, now that was 
almost certain that the war was practically over, 
was afraid, very afraid, that would not live return 
his wife and children. His assignment, command 
the point, was most dangerous one. That the war 
was almost over way lessened the danger. was 
still case kill killed. Brandon and his men 
were, indeed, deathmakers. 

The story Brandon’s request for transfer less 
dangerous assignment and how was handled 
Colonel Mullahy good piece writing. dying 
was not aimless suicide nor frightened proof 
courage for the sake courage.” Brandon stayed 
the point, but his fear stayed with him, the author 
carries the story the end the war, still with the 
combined themes death and the fear death. 


“So many the words our lives are only sounds, ... 
the rattling make that can hide the din it.” 


“We are getting better and better the science doing 
away with ourselves, but we’re not all scientific about why 
sick the head want this. one studies 
it. There are fellowships grants, doctors study 
the disease, departments the government examine 
and probe and analyze why must destroy ourselves. 
the age science and examine and question every 
stick and stone and star—everything except ourselves. 
standing the edge eternity with bag full ingenious 
facts and the only thing seem know with them 
clout each other over the head the same way did 
when were covered with hair and could only grunt and 
swing club.” 


That much the book good reading. The author 
knows men; his characters live; his description are good. 


But almost from the start spoils what could have 
been very good book. The use “four-letter words,” 
bad was actuality, grossly overdone. Many 
the situations strain the credulity. Can you 
soldier leading attack, stopping while the attack 
still progress, rape woman? combat unit 
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organized that, when the colonel was killed action, 
headquarters had asked new com- 
mander? But worst all are the lascivious details 
the sex relations that fill many the pages, details that 
leave nothing the imagination. 


Despite the excellence the author’s treatment his 
main theme, the book not recommended for any 


reader. 
Moses, Capt. U.S.A. (Ret.) 


Wodehouse, How Right You Are, Jeeves 
Simon and Schuster. Apr. 183p. $3.50. (I) 


This return Mr. Wodehouse his old hunting 
ground the world Jeeves, and the big questions is, 
Wodehouse fan answer “No.” Bertie Wooster has 
become middle-aged although still tries act young. 
And that isn’t all. some ways has become Jeeves. 
Jeeves, himself, has departed from the scene judge 
beauty contest. Although the title the book indi- 
cates that Jeeves prominent character, actually his 
contribution the story small and lacking his 
usual brilliance. matter fact long last Jeeves 
seems have abandoned Bertie. 

The plot the book obscure. young lady reports 
her engagement Bertie win over her family her 
impending marriage one “Skipper” Herring. She 
feels that this will solve the problem because her family 
will feel that any future for her bound better 
than future with Bertie. And all repair usual 
country estate, where someone steals the usual cow 
creamer and Bertie tries solve the mystery, mean- 
while involving himself, etc. What Wodehouse would 
have raveled and unraveled the past with the dex- 
terity Houdini, now bogs down mess indis- 
tinct people who, feel, should left their dismal 


fate. 
James Ball, S.J. 


Hemley, Cecil The Experience 
Horizon. Mar. 14,1960. $3.50. 

Cecil Hemley has published three collections poetry, 
but The Experience his first novel. may that 
his difficult theme—man’s devastating search for God, 
properly handled poetry, although with vary- 
ing degrees success has been used before—most 
Morris West Devil’s Advocate, Sinclair 
Lewis The God Seeker, Somerset Maugham the 
Edge, George Bernanos, gloriously the 
Diary Country Priest. Cecil Hemley’s treat- 
ment, however, the experience God (so called) and 
its effects remain unbelievable, almost comic, certainly 
tidiculous. 


George, millionaire dilettante, who has drifted from 
one enthusiasm another, from amateur tennis 
country living, now conceives enthusiasm for God. 
believes (this reader never does) that has been 
favored with mystical experience God. result 
this experience, deserts his child, offers “freedom” 
his wife, gives his law practice, and installs him- 
self, complete with dictaphone, pretty secretary and 
several cases mystical literature, write book about 


the personality God. Meanwhile the inevitable hap- 
pens between George’s deserted wife and his deserted 
law partner (an emotionally crippled man who nar- 
rates the story). 

Midway the novel, Cecil Hemley seems imply 
that George has been seduced aging countess who 
uses God instead sex weapon attraction. 
the close the story, however, when George makes the 
magnificent Franciscan gesture giving away not only 
his millions, but his wife and child, the author himself 
seems convinced. Perhaps Mr. Hemley intends 
satire. so, has buried his tongue little too deeply 
his cheek. 

Genevieve Casey, 


Detroit Public Library, 
Detroit, Michigan 
Guimard, Paul The House Happiness 
Houghton, Mifflin. Mar. 23, 1960. 140p. $3.00. 


not all rare for book-reviewer feel that 
must some kind misfit ogre. finds himself 
subjected reading many things that knows 
would just well have been left unwritten. Momen- 
tarily may even wonder about his own standards and 
reactions. After all, some editorial consideration was 
given what the reviewer knows worthless; and 
considerable outlay money required get the 
words between the covers book. Hence cannot 
help inquiring what the publishers could possibly have 
seen these literary enterprises. 

written, faultlessly translated French story that the dust 
jacket says wonderful entertainment from its grimly 
comic beginnings its unpredictable end. actual 
fact, however, its beginning boring and confusing, 
despite the fact that the choice Lottery Ticket 
Seller hero was good possibility. Almost every- 
where Europe’s larger cities, these forelorn looking, 
aged beings can seen seated behind box counter 
the sidewalk, rarely ever making sale. Count- 
less people must wonder about the possible drama, the 
unpredictable tension behind their amorphous, all but 
impersonal existence. know what Henry 
Guy Maupassant would have done with such 
situation. 

Paul Guimard tries achieve balance between the 
blasé and the sophisticated. portrays his principal 
character (Julien Legeris) the victim series 
minor misfortunes, with never moment sufficient 
drama keep even Julien himself interested. From his 
Lottery Box perched outside the Gare St. Lazare, Julien 
initiates series fanciful romances between various 
the people who pass out the station regularly each 
morning. finally decides that Francois, 8:44 
arrivé, and Catherine, whose train comes twelve 
minutes later, would make ideal couple. This gives 
the author chance describe the rootless type 
intellectual that the thirty-year-old Francois represents, 
for has him offer the Lottery-ticket vendor tem- 
porary job Santa Claus Happiness House display. 
Francois employed advertisement-display artist 
large department store. much coin- 
cidence, the author then provides the elements Cath- 
erine’s zany doings young hopeful drama student. 


Needless say, the separate, sexual misadventures 
Francois and Catherine form part this “wonderful 
entertainment” does spoofing pseudo-great 
movie director’s making star. Finally after all his 
fanciful planning, Julien’s accidental—again 
strictly minor key —death that incredibly brings the 
couple together. 


Mr. Guimard provides interesting, well done descrip- 
tions the French countryside, excellent insights into 
phases modern living, well authentic snatches 
Parisian decor. But these details not make 
novel; neither unfortunately does Guimard’s so- 


called tale.” 
Francis Murphy, C.SS.R., 
Academia Alfonsiana, Rome 


Konigsberger, Hans American Romance 
Simon and Schuster. Apr. 1960. 211p. $3.50. (IIb) 
Whenever novelist foreign extraction wants 
portray the milieux the bustling metropolis, in- 
variably puts his hero work some minor post 
the NBC news department, the U.N. The author 
here also avails himself this specious device, perhaps 
hope that the consequent glamor will enhance the 
novel. doesn’t, because this novel people, 
with and without each other, with little relationship 
the job making living. Granted the author in- 
tended this, but does make one-dimensional affair 
solely romance, rather than enduring love-story. 


The title American Romance, tells Hans Konigs- 
berger’s story. It’s solely twentieth century affair 
which means the novel writing trade story frus- 
trated love and marriage ending apathy and divorce. 
generalizing American, gives certain cre- 
dence the supposition that only big-city affair. 
Rather, story dreams, fulfillment and dis- 
satisfaction when the external excitements and passions 
subside. 


HEADLINERS 


Book and Classification Author and Review 
FICTION 
Michener 
Drury 
Shaw 
Davenport 
O’Hara 
West 
Hawley 
Spring 
Dahl 
MacLean 
Caldwell 
Hersey 


Hawaii (IIb) 

Advise and Consent (IIb) 

Two Weeks Another Town (III) 
The Constant Image (IIb) 
Ourselves Know 

The Devil’s Advocate (Ila) 

The Lincoln Lords 

All the Day Long 

Kiss, Kiss (Ila) 

Night Without End (IIb) 


Dec. 


Dear and Glorious Physician (Ila) 
The War Lover (III) 


NON-FICTION 
Hart 
Bernstein 
Catton 
Ryan 

Pope-Hennessey 
Parkinson 
Kennedy 
Taylor 
Wouk 
Flynn 


Act One (Ila) 

The Joy Music 

Grant Moves South 

The Longest Day 

Queen Mary (1) 

The Law and the Profits 
The Enemy Within 

The Uncertain Trumpet (I) 
This God (Ila) 

Wicked, Wicked Ways 


Oct. 


Mar. 


SELLERs 


the author’s first novel, The Affair, writes with 
power and imagination, and narrowing insight that 
grows irksome rather than hopeful. times probes 
sensitive manner into the relationships, and 
others confines its probing the passionate intensities, 
Because its episodic structure eighty-seven one, 
two, and three page chapters, the overall effect that 
another drama and rather dismaying. 


The reader may detect many overtones similar stories 
the American Tragedy literary vein. Combine this 
with elements Two for the Seesaw, several Joan 
Crawford movies, and shades Olive Higgins Prouty, 
and you have the story Phillip and Ann. Phillip de- 
sires the dream, not the fulfillment nor the responsi- 
bility marriage. After three-week courtship, 
hasty civil marriage, round excitements, aborted 
pregnancy, new affair, Phillip remains, the novelist 
states, “free.” 


And the reader supposes, free what? for what? 


Judson LaHaye, 
Montebello, California 


Markey, Gene That Far Paradise 
McKay. Mar. 14,1960. $4.95. (IIb) 


big, black word; its reality, like disease, 
rots and defiles and destroys. Yet the pretty young 
heroine this historical novel remarks 
farewell note her love: “our beautiful sin was dead- 
liest because ricocheted and wounded your children.” 
Sin is, sense, beautiful nor can write into the 
license writer any permission describe so. Rear 
Admiral Markey, despite the advance publicity 
former books, must reminded that accepting such 
notion his story vitiated; his people are forced 
live false world. Not only this true the 
central adultery hero and heroine, likewise 
vealed the “happy ending” refrain which works out 
all sorts dangers wondrous style. Injuns, rapids, 
hunger, betrayal, attacks—all come out beautifully for 
the glory single man, General Jared Kensal. 
assumes superman proportions; even his friendships are 
historically mighty: Mad Anthony Wayne, Daniel 
Boone, George Washington. 

all begins 1794 with Jared Kensal deciding move 
wife, family and home from Virginia the new land 
Kentucky. means danger and wilderness. Wife 
Ardath, years old, caricature the evil wife: 
selfish, frigid, contemptible, with demon’s tongue. 
Her illness learn, much too late, real indeed. 
Real enough that book’s end kills her and arouses, 
fortunately, feelings guilt the heart her false 
husband; but close the volume Jared looks off into 
the sunset with fond hope that his lover will return 
“after time had mended things.” 

Polly Blayden the young wife Tory, spying 
band. escape cruel husband’s hands she runs 
with Kensal’s wagon train. The Kensal children for 
whom Polly has some affection are disparate. Garland 
(like mother, course) bookish, medically trained, 
weak; Harry strong and adventursome, like dear old 
dad. Daughter Lexie seduced route the hand- 
some Lieutenant charge guardian militia and the 
violent anger displayed father Jared the discovery 
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ites with this affair jars just bit with his own thrilling in- 
ght that Jesuit, all people, walks and out 
probes story. Fr. Montarc can conveniently act letter 

and President Washington bring aid from Phila- 


one, 
that 


Mad Anthony Wayne just time. 


There are few exciting moments this, especially for 
trained adult western. But once over lightly, 
please. The writing little better than its poor 


als. 
ral Joan Woodstock College, 
Prouty, Woodstock, Maryland 
de- 
tship, Williams, John Butcher’s Crossing 
aborted Mar. 14,1960. 239p. $3.95. (IIb) 
This novel may divided into two parts, wholly un- 
construction. One part deals with the search 
buffalo the Colorado mountains after the herds 
tad been almost exterminated the plains. This part 
enough explaining habits the buffalo, 
how shoot them, how keep them stand and 
them from stampeding after being shot at, how 
skin them, the taste their meat, the medicinal 
chewing buffalo liver, the protection their 
hides afford against the severest weather. The other 
disease, deals with people: inexperienced young man 
young left Harvard see life; experienced hunter 
tender, for one last big kill; his whisky-drinking, bible- 
rading pal who had lost hand freeze; and 
ildren.” skinner interested nothing 
into the himself. these people were not worth 
Rear about. There some murky use symbols, 
icity fire, storm, river; but one character sums up, 
such nothing. You get born and you nurse lies 
rced and you get weaned lies and you learn fancier lies 
the inschool. You live all your life lies, and then may- 
wise when you get ready die, comes you that 
rks out nothing, nothing, but yourself and what you 
rapids, have done.” Shakespeare’s “tale told 
ully idiot” said the same thing better, more briefly. Some 
al. men may like the part about the buffalo and the buffalo 
ups are country. 
Daniel William Schweder, 


Washington, 


Georgetown University, 


lan 

Wife 
wife: Culp, John The Men Gonzales 


Sloane. Feb. 24, 1960. 244p. $3.50. 


tongue. 
indeed. 
false 
off into 

return 


This vivid story tells fictional form the saga the 
thirty-two men from the little town Gonzales 
who were the only relief ride the defense 
Alamo. Juan White, young boy the narrator 
story. His father Yankee and his mother 
Santa Ana’s army has destroyed their 
rnch; his father badly wounded; and they join the 


throng refugees heading Gonzales. Days 
join Travis, Bowie and Crockett the Alamo. 
know the right but heroic decision will mean 
sar death. 

The author has done fine job delineating the char- 
the and describing the Spanish-flavored scenery 
the southwest. Grandpappy legendary character 


torn from the pages Paul Bunyan; drinks, dances, 
fights, shoots, and needles other companions like 
fabulous “old man the mountain.” Kirbit the 
strong, silent type who refuses get married, knowing 
that will soon die fighting. Many other men move 
quickly through the narrative with their eyes drawn 
toward the Alamo though were lodestar. The 
one difficulty that, though the story gets off run- 
ning start, almost slows halt the reader waits 
follow the men the Alamo, where the story ends. 
off-beat piece historical fiction and should 
well received older teen-agers. 


Brother Gerald Edward, C.F.X., 
Good Counsel High School, 
Silver Springs, Maryland 


Modern Architects 


Frank Lloyd Wright 
$3.95. 
Antonio Gaudi 
(1) 
Alvar Aalto 
Corbusier 
126p. $3.95. 
Ludwig Mies van der Rohe 
127p. $3.95. 


Scully, Vincent 
Mar. 24, 1960. 
Collins, George 
Braziller. Mar. 24, 1960. 
Gutheim, Frederick 
Braziller. Mar. 24, 1960. 
Choay, Francoise 
Braziller. Mar. 24, 1960. 
Drexler, Arthur 
Mar. 24, 1960. 
Huxtable, Ada Louise Pier Luigi Nervi 
Mar. 24,1960. 128p. $3.95. 

Under the general title Masters World Architecture 
Series, George Braziller, Inc., has issued six parallel 
volumes, lavishly illustrated with photographic repro- 
ductions buildings and designs, with readable text 
that sketches the biography and achievements the 
six selected representatives modern architecture: 
Wright the United States, Nervi Italy, Aalto 
Finland, van der Mies Germany, least repre- 
sentative the Bauhaus school, Corbusier France, 
and Gaudi Spain. Outstanding among 
dozen the work Pier-Luigi Nervi, whose daring 
and knowing use ferro-concrete precast forms 
with reusable forms achieves wonderful beauty over 
dizzying expanses without use supporting columns. 
Beside his work, that the Late Frank Lloyd Wright 
seems second rate and self-conscious, does also the 
work the French Corbusier. Second rank, this 
taste, would Finland’s Aalto, whose know- 
ing use wood and brick achieves rare beauty and 
harmony with the landscape which builds. 
Gaudi one can only say that his eccentricity use 
warped and twisted shapes results something closely 
approaching the fantastic, not grotesque. These six 
volumes represent major contribution appreciation 
modern architecture and every library will find 
worth while invest the set. 


Lament for Generation 
Apr. 1960. 272p. $3.75. 


125p. 


136p. $3.95. 


128p. $3.95. 


Toledano, Ralph 
Farrar, Straus Cudahy. 

This book with its appreciative foreword Richard 
Nixon campaign gimmick. Nor, the “moving, 
personal testament member the generation which 
followed the Lost, and preceded the Beat,” cul- 


tivated whine. Still less treatise orthodoxy. 
And, though written conservative who his 
youth had flirted with Communism, not just 
exposé personal complaint amounting tirade. 
first, and retrospect, the voice betrayed and 
sometimes betraying generation. And then after that, 
its final chapter, approach tranquillity. 


Mr. Toledano, who came this country child 
five from his birthplace the International Zone 
Tangier, knew Thomas Merton and Robert Lax 
Columbia but has not followed them into the Church. 
Having traveled, observed and written, now 
associate editor Newsweek living Washington, 
C., with his wife and two children. knows much 
about the Moscow apparatus and the servile tribute 
its adherents, the rationale irrationality about which 
much admitted but little, even today, realized. 
times typically and understandably bitter, but 
stranger humility, and this not ranting 
book. Writing Alger Hiss, his friend Whittaker 
Chambers, and the late, complex Senator McCarthy, 
lets the voice reason and the dignity man come 
through. 


Born 1916, the author grew during the Depres- 
sion. Those who are approximately his genera- 
tion may find explicable, the trauma those years 
and his passion for social and economic justice, his 
early drift the left. But passionately opposed 
political racial and religious discrimination, 
moved anguish and full consciousness his present 
position, retracing the past the process. was the 
brute impact three events that stripped Communism 
his eyes what was, and is: the Moscow trials, 
the intervention Spain, and the Hitler-Stalin pact. 


With this third and last shock the man who had seen 
Nazism plain now saw with sudden and terrible insight 
Stalinism. saw events, the minds and hearts 
those not yet disillusioned. What saw was not 
only hypocrisy and terror the core all, but 
direct and frontal attack God. this recogni- 
tion that owe his concluding chapter where, the 
blurb has it, “describes spiritual journey reli- 
gious position not defined sectarian terms.” 


Spain during the Civil War wounded deviationists 
were coldly murdered order Moscow. Mexico 
and New York City men marked the Kremlin 
were tracked down professional killers. Knowing 
and saying this, Toledano was hated former asso- 
ciates and damned with faint praise elsewhere. 
one occasion the American Civil Liberties Union was, 
according the author, uninterested his predica- 
ment. 


This odyssey many dimensions. was Mr. 
Toledano’s ancestors Sephardic tradition Spain 
who had “stood the courts kings written their 
books and sung their songs until like scourge the In- 
quisition drove them out,” sets down without 
bitterness. His own parents left cultured and leisure- 
existence Tangier for the relative hazards New 
York City when his mother “wanted (the freedom of) 
America for her children.” much the richer 
America! 


Here man integrity who concludes that “The 
acres freedom are cold, but all else cemetery.” 


the coalescence act with thought and the Thomas 
studied steadiness the final chapter (“The 
ence God’’) one senses passage further and weaving 
definitive assurances. unlikely that this Mr. 
Toledano’s last book. After reading Lament for 
Generation through twice, find that thoughts 
the book and the author are still engaged. Recom nanos 
mended. the auth 
Charles Gros, here the 

Panama City, Florida with life 

Molnar, Thomas 
Bernanos, His Political Thought and Prophecy 
Sheed Ward. Mar. 30,1960. 202p. $3.95. (Ila) 


The interim between the two World Wars proved heat the 


fruitful one for French literature. Gide, Mauriac, 
Claudel, Duhamel, Green, Malraux, Bernanos man liv: 
others formed galaxy writers that refused meri 
ignored. All them are desperately aware the 
critical position man the twentieth century. 
tion. Malraux and Bernanos share the common quality 
apocalyptic writing: Malraux his Man’s Fate fore. 
saw all the horrors concentration 
too, foresaw these possibilities but refused proffer Hawthor 
solution stoicism. him, the only possible answer Guy 
was denunciation and indignation.. 
ras, Dostoievski and Léon Bloy, was not surprising 
that the genius Bernanos should turn criticism 
society and politico-religious conditions his gener 
ation. Denunciation and indignation the very survivor 
ence the world those leaders, the élite, who should 


for that 
length, 


have one and only one conviction, that becoming 
saints. 


The shame that Bernanos felt Christians and the 


pride that felt for the Church leitmotif that runs 
through all Bernanos, both fiction and essays: both The 


are ways illustrating the one thing that captures all 
Bernanos’ interest, life. 


Life must lived the fullness the Communion 
Saints. The fraternity urged Jules Romain, Saint 
Exupéry, Malraux not sufficient for Bernanos. For 
him, that the fulfillment collectivity, him such 
vital thing that were allowed vision our 
unity, both good and evil, would not able 
live. The creators modern civilization must 
denounced, exhorted, reprimanded every way 
sible lest they fall into the scandal compromise 
tween pragmatism and the exigencies religious dog 
matism. 


Rom 
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termine 
find 
hatred 

traditio 
compar 
spot 

for pro 


The role the saint modern living three-fold 
one. must the “flint among the wheels the 
machine”; must the “resiistant” against 
tion technological world; and must redeem the 
evil guides. The curé d’Ambricourt and Chantal 
Clergerie must always present the world and 
their presence call forth evil surrounding them order 
allay it. Only then will joy returned the world, 
not the Paschal joy proclaimed Claudel, but the 
Friday when fear was conquered once 
all. 
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the Thomas Molnar has written very compelling study 
Bernanos’ political thought and prophecy. 
mor the historical background short episodes, 
Mr. has followed with inexorable logic the substance 
portant, deeply meditated, the life and work Ber- 
takes even greater dimensions than that 
the author the Diary Country Priest. have 
here the clear portrait man, passionately concerned 
lorida life, with man, and with the spiritual mission 
his country. 
ONE his writings, whether fictional 
man who knows truth and who has the 
follow the truth wherever may lead, even 
proved heat themselves its side, let alone the fire which was 
man lived this century, and may have balanced with 
merits much its sin and corruption” (p. xxi). 
Chairman, Modern Language 
Department, 
quality Boston College 
Fate 
proffer Hawthorn. Mar. 255p. $5.00. (Ila) 
answer Guy Schofield, English author and journalist, well ac- 
too, with Palestine, has made 
efort throw additional light the early Christian 
surprising during the period A.D. and 155. the 
riticism former year Paul, prisoner, arrived Rome. 155, 
his Polycarp, Bishop Smyrna, perhaps one the last 
very those who had known the friends and dis- 
should ciples Jesus, was burned the stake. The records 
becoming that intervening period, approximately century 
length, are fragmentary indeed. Christianity was forced 
remain underground most the time. Hence the 
written records was hazardous for all Chris- 
that runs 
The author devotes much his time the succession 
Roman emperors, beginning with Nero, because their 
attitudes toward Christianity practically de- 
the possibility professing openly. Thus 
in, Saint the Christians Rome undergoing great per- 
him such the new religion. The author accepts “the 
our which tells how [Peter] was nailed the 
able upside down because, humbly, shrank from all 
must with his Redeemer.” Peter was perhaps 
way seventy-five when was crucified. The precise 
where the murder took place not known. The 
believes the year have been 67, possibly year 
Paul was executed, perhaps being beheaded, 
hree-fold professing the new faith. 
the unforgettable chapter devoted the destruction 
Jerusalem the Romans under Titus, the year 
leem the When the Romans had finished their mission, 
antal “The wolf and the hyena foraged night through this 
and decay where mighty kings and governors 
had once driven state and rich priesthood had held 
world, Pompous sway.” The author ends his recital note 
the joy convinced that world history for 
nce and the Past two thousand years has meaning only 


terrns the Christian advance. 


firmly believes that Christianity will the future de- 
cide the fate man just the past has, more than 
any other influence, molded his social conscience and 
his ethical conceptions. This vigorously written 
book which will make you proud even remote rela- 
tionship with those early Christians who courageously 
died rather than deny their crucified Leader. 


Paul Kiniery, Ph.D., 
Loyola University, 
Chicago, Illinois 
Cullman, Marguerite Ninety Dozen Glasses 


Norton. Mar. 21, 1960. 273p. $3.95. (I) 


For once the blurbs the book packet are right. This 
good book, well and entertainingly written, with 
meat its bones. Howard Cullman was appointed 
Commissioner General for the United States the 
Brussels World Exhibition 1958 and this his wife’s 
story that The Cullmans were admirably 
suited for the job, both ability and temperament. 
They had keen interest what they were doing and 
real desire represent the United States honestly 
and well both their country’s exhibits and their 
personal contacts. the ambassadorial rank given 
Mr. Cullman, was essential observe protocol 
down the last detail. The title the book stems 
from that protocol: official American hostess may not 
seat more formal dinner than two less than the 
wife the Ambassador who could seat twenty-four— 
therefore the Cullmans could seat twenty-two—and the 
government supplied the glasses for that many. 

addition the thousand points protocol there 
were endless other problems. The first course was 
housing, then staffing the house with servants and 
supplying with all the things that the government 
did not. Mr. Cullman spoke French fluently, Mrs. Cull- 
man did not, spite quick brush-up Berlitz course. 
She managed get along beautifully, however. Many 
the various diplomatic corps spoke English fluently, 
and there were always interpreters for the Russians and 
for the Belgians, many whom speak Flemish. Mrs. 
Cullman was fortunate securing social secretary 
Mademoiselle Nerincx who had spent many years 
with the American Embassy. she decided she 
was too young retire completely from the exciting 
international life and was willing taper off gradually 
with several months working for the Exposition. 


Both the Cullmans enjoyed their work immensely. 
Their social life was continuous and must have been 
both trying and fatiguing, but judging from this account 
they did tremendous job for the United States. Mrs. 
Cullman’s comments people—their hosts, the Bel- 
gians, the many foreign diplomats Asian and European, 
and the visiting Americans, political and otherwise— 
are not only entertaining and instructive but thought- 
provoking. She comments for example, the fact 
that most countries choose their finest people diplo- 
matic representatives, and wonders the United States 
which often appoints man whose only qualification 
that has made large contribution election 
campaign and rewarded with post for which has 
had training and quite possibly little aptitude. 

This certainly recommended reading. While 
substitute for visit the Exposition, some 


ways better, for the reader has more total view, and 
far more fascinating information about the top brass 
than any average visitor could have acquired. 


Edith Howley, 
Madison, New Jersey 


Salisbury, Harrison Moscow—and Beyond 
Harper. Mar. 301p. $4.95. 

When Harrison Salisbury left Moscow 1954 after 
serving there New York Times correspondent for five 
years, was recognized one the most knowledge- 
able reporters the Soviet Union. Those who knew 
him personally characterized him quiet, observant, 
adaptable and inquisitive. Perhaps some the criti- 
cism levelled against his dispatches from Moscow was 
unfair—after all had get them through censor- 
ship. However, years later and after further stay 
plus travel the Soviet Union, his latest analysis 
destined for much more criticism than any his dis- 
patches. does not see everything favorable 
light. deplores the indecision the “shook 
generation” and points out the tragedy the Jews. 
But almost all his observations support the thesis 
that the United States should make peace with Russia 
now because the greatest danger for both looms the 
East from China. 


The author’s 1959 return the Soviet Union came 
result request Anastas Mikoyan during the 
latter’s visit the United States. preparation for 
Nikita Khrushchev’s tour came time when almost 
all requests were being granted matter course. 
Hence, both Mikoyan and Khrushchev and those who 
surrounded them “changed” for the better. Now, 
the author, Khrushchev assumed the aura “man 
peace” worried about the meance from the East. And 
the Soviet Union, its new found power and industrial 
growth, wanted nothing more than friendship with the 
West. Only the shortsightedness, self-seeking and 
ignorance United States politicians prevented such 
alliance. These observations leave too many one-sided 
questions unanswered this combination travelogue 
and political tract for short review this nature. 


Harrison Salisbury veteran reporter. His earlier 
stay the Soviet Union and his knowledge the Rus- 
sian language give him advantage not shared 
many other travelers the Soviet Union. Therefore 
his observations the changes during the last five years 
are interesting and valuable. But his observations 
not warrant the conclusion, among others; that “to 
extent much greater than was widely realized, what the 
Russians were asking (in their demand for the 
withdrawal forces from their advance bases) 
was only what our own best interests dictated” (p. 285). 
Summarily, predicates recognition Red China, de- 
serting Taiwan (Formosa), the acceptance the status 
quo East Europe and the Baltic countries, and the 
division the balance power between the Soviet 
Union and the United States against the menace 
Red China. And then, with the Red Army off the 
backs the East European countries, “these states 
would again begin move the direction their 
natural historical and cultural inclinations” west 
ward (p. 283). this easy conclusion, there not 


Best 
word about the intense russification which has 
going most these countries, the chains 
bind their economies the Soviet Union, the 
leadership due murder, imprisonment, and 
erous forced deportations, and the general outraging 
freedom, self-determination and democratic process 
over the years. easy speak the abolition 
the slave labor camps and the release many forme 
prisoners, but one may still ask what has happened 
the thousands Hungarians deported the 
Union after the 1956 uprising. Are they dead 
dead, why? alive, where? 


Moscow—and Beyond may well 
reporter’s excellent observations changes th: 
Soviet Union. But political analysis, scarcely 
possible that Harrison Salisbury’s thoughts while travel 
ing and ruminations while strolling can match the con. 
clusions the combined intelligence services the 
free world. His recommendations will scarcely fin 
favor with those who have tasted Communism 
own hides, the Stalin the Khrushchev variety 


Walter Jaskievicz, 
Institute Russian Studies, 
Fordham University 
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Moody, Richard 

Edwin Forrest: First Star the American Stage 
Knopf. Apr. 11, 1960. 416 pp. $6.95. 
There have been many biographies Edwin 
and each turn has been seemingly neglectful some 
phase the many-faceted character one America’s 
greatest actors. His latest biographer, Richard 
has given informative account Forrest and his 
accomplishments, well clear idea the state 
the theater America between 1820 and 1877, and 
introduction literary and theatrical 
raries Forrest both here and abroad. 


Edwin Forrest’s theatrical career began 1817—he 
was eleven when made his debut Philadelphia— 
and ended 1872, was not easy task for Mr. 
Moody peruse all the sources information avail- 
able concerning this great actor. Unfortunately, 
pears that has not referred The Autobiography 
Joseph Jefferson, published 1877, which found 
some very amusing anecdotes which might have been 
included substitute for the protracted report the 
sensational and needlessly detailed absurdities inci 
dental the trial Mr. Forrest’s divorce from Cath- 
erine Sinclair, during which both parties accused each 
other “flagrant infidelities” over some fifteen years 
before the matter was finally settled. One would wish, 
too, that some the famous after-dinner speeches the 
actor had been included this volume, which is, how- 
ever, imposing one is, complete with illustra 
tions. 


The excerpts from the diary Mr. Forrest kept during 
his tour Europe, (1834-1836), are times bit 
shocking; but the chapter including notes 
Moody’s sources asset the book. And the The 
ters devoted the foundation the home for 
digent actors, over whom have lived 
dignity and ease the hundred years since Mr. 
endowed it, make very interesting reading and are drama, 
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current proof the deep concern Edwin Forrest had 
those who devoted their lives the profession 


was eminently successful. 


Lenore Philbin, 
Archbald, Pennsylvania 


Hewins, Ralph 
The Richest American: Paul Getty 
Dutton. Mar. 404p. $5.00. 


preparation for his biography Paul Getty, Ralph 
Hewins traveled more than 30,000 miles, visited Getty 
from Beirut Bartlesville, luxuriated the 
Ranch-Museum Santa Monica, stayed 
the elegant Hotel Pierre New York, and otherwise 
had first-hand view the oil man’s fantastic empire. 
but the tone his book rather worshipful respect 
than simple appreciation. Liberal quoting from Getty’s 
diaries also brings close the man but 


The attitude set the opening: 


“He can master anything which can learned, having 
enormous capacity for concentration, insatiable curiosity, 
uncanny memory, and limitless ambition: engineering, pro- 
duction, distributing, marketing, and finance; law, history, 
writing, and languages; geology, archeology, zoology, survey- 
ing, navigation; music, operatic singing, ballroom dancing, 


Certainly diversity interests and unusual business 


are unmistakable man whose personal worth 


exceeds billion dollars and whose companies control 
resources astronomical value, but Hewins stands 
sich awed admiration all the money that the reader 
never develops confidence the portrait being bal- 
anced and objective. 


Getty was born Minneapolis 1892 with Irish- 
pedigree that his devotion family history 
has traced back Londonberry County the seven- 
tenth century. His lawyer father became Okla- 
homa millionaire, then moved California, where the 
went college before shifting Oxford for 
two-year conclusion his academic career. 


Getty’s rise business then began apace. not 
story but demonstration that the formula 
capacity for work, and make intelligent use oppor- 
tunities. Hewins regrets that the elder Getty, annoyed 
his son’s marital mistakes, left the bulk his estate 
his wife and thereby retarded the boy’s advance. 


Yet the age twenty-four Paul had his first million. 


Getty himself distinguishes ten turning points 
but they seem miscalled since they involve 
change direction but only steps his first billion. 
stages gradually brought control the Getty, 
idewater, and Skelly oil companies; the Spartan Air- 
Co.; hotels New York and Mexico; fleets 


and Saudi Arabia’s half-share the Neutral 
oil resources. 


The account spares little detail reporting great 
figures about leases, rentals, costs, dividends, 
sheets, and the like. Occasionally, however, 
the boredom such material relieved genuine 
Getty’s struggle with his mother and Bill 


Humphrey for control Tidewater. This achieve- 
ment was probably Getty’s greatest single triumph and 
shows the strategic patience master chess-player. 


Five different times Getty has tried marriage, and each 
venture has ended divorce: the result, says Hewins, 
the insatiable demands business makes upon him. 
Other occasional respites come from historical research, 
writing, swimming, night-clubbing, and art collecting; 
but general the book shows man possessed his 
possessions. 


Intermingled good deal Gunther-like portraiture: 
Getty eats sulfur keep his hair its natural color; 
gave smoking 1941, health faddist consuming 
all sorts energizing foods, and had shingles Paris 
1958 his only ailment; chews his food thirty- 
three times before swallowing, measures his daily walks 
with pedometer, believes set mealtimes show lack 
self-control; refuses fly and dislikes sea travel, 
both evidences his inordinate fear death. 


August, 1958, Getty experienced one the few 
tragedies his life: the death his son Timmy fol- 
lowing surgery. Four other sons survive, and 
training them take over his fortune, which regards 
family trust with much more sense mission than 
evident the half-brothers’ general disregard one 
another. Hewins pats his subject the back, though, 
for training them “in the mill” and concludes with 
unflagging admiration: “But still full aggression, 
expansion, and new ideas. uranium... Paul 
Getty still has long way go.” 


There can question that Paul Getty will per- 
manently stand titan the history American 
business that man complex talent and 
personality. has yet commemorate himself, how- 
ever, Rockefeller and Ford have done the work 
the foundations bearing their names. Similarly, the 
full biographical assessment remains made 
someone who has caught his breath vantage point 
detached perspective. Adults who survive Hewins’ 
overwhelming mass detail will still lack convincing- 


complete view. 
George Grauel, Ph.D., 
John Carroll University, 
Cleveland, Ohio 


Crowther, Bosley Hollywood Rajah 
Holt. 339p. $5.50. (Ila) 


This biography tells the fascinating story the rise and 
fall Hollywood’s most powerful tycoon, Louis 
Mayer. Starting nickelodeon operator Haverhill, 
Massachusetts, this inexperienced, uneducated little 
man schemed and fought until became absolute 
dictator Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer, the “biggest and 
most glittering film factory them all.” However, 
his “tapeworm” ego demanded even greater power and 
began reach far beyond Hollywood into the world 
bankers, politicians and newspapermen satisfy its 
insatiable appetite. time, Mr. Mayer began believe 
the stories spawned his press agents and fawning 
female columnists who tended confuse him with the 
Deity. considered himself master all surveyed 
and operated with the ruthless megalomania abso- 
lute monarch. When finally toppled from his throne 
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and saw his kingdom crumble around him, Mayer con- 
fided friend: always wanted rule through 
love not fear.” the end failed understand 
that the operative word that sentence rule. 
person, the Rajah was complex and confusing. 
possessed cold, incisive, brilliant mind yet frequently 
indulged vicious emotional tantrums. Capable 
inspiring deep affection and loyalty with his warmth 
and charm, could completely destroy them 
moment unreasonable suspicion violent anger. 
His feuds, many and bitter, knew limits; became 
embroiled with members his immediate family 
easily with business associates glamorous stars 
had created. 

However, this book more than the biography 
powerful tycoon—it intriguing bit Americana 
that mirrors the brash confidence, rugged independence, 
free-wheeling economy rapidly growing, prosperous 
country and the “agonizing reappraisal” forced upon 
depression and war. 

would difficult find anyone better qualified 
write this book than Bosley Crowther. After his gradu- 
ation from Princeton became assistant Brooks 
Atkinson, drama critic for the New York Times and 
few years later transferred the paper’s Cinema De- 
partment. Since 1940 has operated departmental 
head and chief critic. During these years has ac- 
quired the knowledge, insight and experience needed 
cope with the life Louis Although Mr. Crow- 
ther will not awarded the Hollywood Loving Cup 
for 1960, most certainly will earn the praise critics 
and the hearty approval his readers because Holly- 
wood Rajah written with authority, objectivity, humor 


and style. 
Sister Gregory, 
Rosary College, 
River Forest, Illinois 
Hoess, Rudolph Commandant Auschwitz 


World. Mar. 14,1960. 285p. $4.50. (IIa) 


Rudolph Hoess dead. was hanged Auschwitz. 
But before was hanged, was ordered write his 
story, and this it. 

not particularly dramatic story. told, in- 
deed, with certain amount embarrassment, 
though the story his life were not really significant. 
Only few spots the narration pick any sense 
excitement—as when Himmler came visit the camp 
and Hoess tried explain the need new buildings 
house the crowded inhabitants, and Himmler’s re- 
luctance anything seemed put Hoess 
rather doubtful position. You feel the undercurrent 
excitement Hoess when remembers these visits. 
his reminiscences the early years his life, 
when was the most normal children, and you 
sense the urgency the book let you know that 
was really this same normal fine fellow the end. 


For all these reasons, this possibly the most dreadful 
book ever written any human being the history 
the world. must confess that even look upon 
this volume terribly sickening chore. read 
nauseous experience. does not seem right that 
book should clean that tells the unspeakable 
horror that the name Auschwitz stands for the his- 


Best 


tory civilization. the cold blooded telling 
murder far beyond the concept any human mind 
Even with the royalties going the survivors tha 
dreadful place, cannot recommend the reading the 
book. calm book, and book that 
should calm. though this book has 
brushed cover white snow over deep grave, 
though silence has last descended. But feel tha 
for thousand years that camp should scream day. 
light and dark. For should ever forget wha 
was done here, then indeed would only 
had somehow reconciled our thinking the 
bility that this was something that was just part 
being human being—and this believe humanity 
should deny full voice. 


For anyone who knows the story the blood beasts 
who wrought this horror, feel the book useless. 
for anyone who has never known, who may 
forgotten why these United States could never hold 
their heads the company decent men forever 
they had not entered the war against Germany, this 
book one that should read. tiny voice from 
the past remind that least once the history 
mankind, there was war that had fought, 
when Hell crept out its hole and spread across 
great Christian nation central Europe. 


The translation Constantine Fitzgibbon 
Anyone could read this book. But just who should 
the problem. 
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Oliver, Balzac, The European 
Sheed Ward. Mar. 209p. $4.25. (Ila) 
Honoré Balzac, (1799-1850), spite the which 
prefixed his surname, was comparatively 
humble birth. was peasant stock the side 
his father, who seems have endowed him with his 
strong physique and personality. His mother gave him 
her taste for mystical reading found “Louis 
But the member his family who was the 
closest and most sympathetic Balzac’s ambition 
his sister Laure. Funk, 
There have been pages and pages written about Balzac There 
and his works. However, Oliver presents this from 
novelist under new aspect, that “the European.” and 
One once deduces that Balzac investigated depth Natura 
the mystery the creation. offers curious 
ture the idealist and the materialist. His powerful ening 
imagination, his sanguine dream love and happiness, (who 
his Swedenborgian mysticism all tended one direc plate), 
tion; while his coarseness and Rabelaisian 
tics tended another. Although Mr. Oliver does not 
say specifically, the works Balzac can with 
sidered the museum century. The world 
Balzac, which has its roots 1789, ends 1914. This 
due the fact that conceived his novels with 
intense and powerful vision. is, truly, the 
pean. leans toward materialism; devotes much 
space money and business affairs; pays attention 
due environment and physiology. intent 
This is, indeed, interesting study from which 


dents French literature may derive great deal. 


forever 
nany, this 
from 
history 
fought, 
across 


should 


European 
(Ila) 

which 
side 
with his 
gave him 
ouis 
was the 
bition was 


out Balzac 
this 
depth 
powerful 
happiness, 
one 
does not 
world 
with 
the Euro 
much 
attention 


which 
deal. 


15, 1960 


resents aspect Balzac’s works worthy con- 
and might incentive for those interested 
Balzac consider him from this new angle. 


Leon Baisier, Ph.D., K.S.G., 
Xavier University, 
New Orleans, Louisiana 


North, Henry Ringling and Alden Hatch 
The Circus Kings 


Doubleday. Apr. 1960. 383p. $4.95. 


This account the Ringling Bros. Circus from 
most primitive source its greatest debacle, the 
Hartford Fire 1942, with what happened after the 
member the Ringling family who was connected 
the circus from his earliest days. was born 
1909. 

The book constantly trying get down the per- 
and stake men, due probably the ghost 
writer, Mr. Hatch; but actually the book centers 
labor relations, mechanical improvements and 
the lives and loves and marriages the seven famous 
Ringling Brothers and their ancestors and descendants. 
This makes the book sort potpourri and when you 
add this free wheeling chronology, you end 
with sense bewilderment. 


However, this does not mean that the book not worth- 
resourcefulness, daring and endeavor. answers 
thousands the questions everyone asks who has ever 
much takes place short space that you are 
amused and mystified. 


James Ball, S.J., 
Buffalo, New York 


Brief Comment 


Egli, Emil and Hans Richard Muller 
Europe from the Air 
Funk, Inc. Apr. 1960. 224p. $15.00. 


There are some 200 photographs Europe seen 
fom the air this handsome volume; all are striking 
and some are superb, particularly the full color. 
Naturally, these will the casual reader the most 
impressive item the book; but the clear and enlight- 
ening essay “The Face Europe” Emil 
(who also supplies most the descriptions each 
plate), should not passed over. introduction 
Salvador Madariaga, and the translation from the 
German Osers are superior quality, keeping 
with the excellence volume that every high school, 
and public library will want for reference. 
worth the price. 


The Fierce Lambs 
Brown. Apr. 210p. $3.95. 


Although resembles format and, perhaps, also 
intent another the multiplying “Year books, 
‘(in this instance “the year that America went ‘Over 
There’,” 1917), there something extra about Mr. 


Hoehling’s account America’s plunge into World 
War April 1917, act Congress supporting 
President Woodrow Wilson’s demand April Ist. 
Mobilization was swift (and erratic), training was too 
brief, and unseasoned American men, hardly used 
being called soldiers, were shipped Europe and were 
fighting the front lines October, after dreary 
and rain-soaked period supplementary training 
France. But Mr. Hoehling spends little too muc 
time telling what went “the States” and has 
limited his story the “doughboys” four young men 
who died early the fighting. selected bibliography 
suggests further reading. 


Fadiman, Clifton The Lifetime Reading Plan 
World. Apr. 318p. $3.75. 


Clifton Fadiman, man taste and good judgment 
with persuasive enthusiasm for good literature, offers 
listing 100 authors, ranging from Homer Faulk- 
ner and Malraux, from the classic Greek and Latin, 
through the best, least the most respected writers 
England, France, Germany, Russia, Italy, Spain, 
Scandinavia, (with, course, major accent English 
and American Authors), introducing each with brief 
explanatory comment that will, most cases, stir the 
curiosity any reader and induce him (or her) 
make renew acquaintance with one after another. 
The bibliography available editions supplemented 
chapter suggestions for yet further reading. And 
most the editions recommended are, where possible, 
the modestly priced reprints that are increasingly 
appearing. Recommended libraries and indi- 
vidual readers. Libraries should possible order more 
than one copy. 


Garagiola, Joe Baseball Funny Game 
Lippincott. Apr. 11,1960. 192p. $2.95. 


One can open this book any page and begin reading. 
Describing the kind life that surrounds the inner 
circle the game baseball, from player umpire 
groundkeeper the official scorer, Joe Garagiola 
spins yarn that often hilarious and never Al- 
though one gets the impression that the author has 
gone the rounds the after-dinner circuit and has 
gathered these pages most his speeches, his ability 
laugh himself while being serious gives these 
outrageous anecdotes piquancy all their own. 
relphians, however, might not like learn that Joe 
thinks them the worst fans the league. 


Sheen, Fulton J., Yousuf Karsch Morton 
This Rome 


Hawthorn. Mar. 18, 1960. 142p. $4.95. 


Combining forces again, Bishop Sheen and photographer 
Karsh, (they collaborated This the Mass), have 
been joined Morton, (author the Steps 
the Master, al.,), produce stimulating tour 
Rome that leaves one feeling dissatisfied and wishing 
that the tour had been more prolonged and more de- 
tailed. Bishop Sheen has contributed the introduction 
and his own grand-nephew’s services 
“models” making the pilgrimage; Mr. Karsh took the 
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pictures; Mr. Morton has described the scenes pre- 
sented. The “tour” divided into three parts, about 
equally: The Rome the Caesars, The Rome the 
Apostles, The Rome Today. attractive book for 
personal possession and for gift purposes. 


Paar, Jack Kid You Not 
Little, Brown. Apr. 226p. $3.95. 


Jack Paar’s autobiography bound hit the best-seller 
lists, not only because has established himself 
pleasant-to-watch star for the night-owl TViewers, but 
has also established himself “controversial figure.” 
any event, pleasant report that his story, 
tells it, readable and reasonable and, might 
add, reasonably amusing. There little the per- 
sonal data some his more avid fans may have been 
led expect; confines himself almost entirely his 
professional life, with many anecdotes about the people 
who have appeared guests, regular occasional, 


his shows. 


Wright, Lawrence Clean and Decent 
Viking. Mar. 1960. 282p. $4.95. (Ila) 

The history the water-closet and the bath may in- 
terest some the many who sympathized with the 
bumptious Mr. Paar recent occasion and may at- 
tract some who hope find handbook privy 
counsels. But this the main straightforward his- 
tory, least summary survey, the development 
the means personal hygiene from the archaeologi- 
cal evidence found the ruins the palace Knossus 
the modern porcelain elegance various tiring 
rooms. The text close printed and the illustrative 
woodcuts give the book appearance oddly similar 
mid-Victorian catalogue. 


Palmer, Stewart Study Murder 
Crowell. Mar. 1960. 239p. $4.95. 


This book not piece crime fiction, but scientific 
study murderers and non-technical analysis 
their behavior based socio-psychological study 
fifty-one murderers imprisoned New England whose 
mothers were still living and who had each brother 
near age who was not murderer. Emphasis was 
placed discovering the connection between severe 
frustrations infancy and childhood and the murder 
committed adolescence adulthood. Four case his- 
tories are presented, with comment prevention, re- 
habilitation, together with large number tables 
showing the statistical correlation between the mur- 
derers and their “control” brothers dating, illnesses, 
injuries, school adjustment, etc. The book seems di- 
rected mostly student sociology and criminal psy- 


chology. 
John Baldi. M.S.S.Sv. 

Marshall, Robert The Haunted Major 
Washburn. Apr. 14,1960. 192p. $2.75. 

When sportsman Jacky Gore, seeking win the love 
wealthy American widow, takes golf and chal- 
lenges the champion, finds unexpected aid from the 
ghost sixteenth-century Cardinal with some old 


scores settle. golf game played for the lady’s 
provides the suspense. First published Scotland 
1902, this humorous tale said have had 
tinued popularity there. Some Catholic readers 
find offensive the scenes the Cardinal leaping aboy 
frenzies rage and joy and, one point, 
his head. with drawings, the book 


mildly amusing but dated. 
John Phillipson, 


Hardy, William 
Dodd, Mead. Apr. 4,1960. 183p. $3.50. (IIb) 

This gripping and suspenseful account 
happened three American submarine 
and one Japanese commander hunted convoy 
the final days World War the Luzon strait, jus 
off the island Formosa, where these four men, 
ready thinking home and wanting nothing more tha 
get out this particular fight soon possible 
exhibit some surprising character changes under 
believable stress. Pure fiction reads almost like 
here. Mr. Hardy would have had wonderful 
recommend younger readers except for the 
ence some really “nautical” words and thoughts. 


Road Show 
Mar. 31, 1960. 216p. $3.50. (IV) 


Haase, John 


Simon and Schuster. 


The author’s second novel, Road Show slight 


fering about carnival worker the Depression 
Following his father’s steps, Ernie Kopotkin joins 
seven-truck carnival, marries named 
Katie Hansen, arrested for the rape 
girl, whereupon Katie takes with the geek the 
The main story-line interrupted here and 
there annoying “vignettes” scenes that eventually 
prove part the web. But the characterization 
two-dimensional and the descriptions the geek 
and the sexual episodes are entirely distasteful. The 
authenticity the carny background, done much better 
Ride Pink Horse decade ago, not enough 
make this suitable for any class reader. 


YOUNG PEOPLE’S BOOKS 
Helen Butler, Ph.D., Associate Editor 
Department Librarianship, Marywood College 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 
book Specially Recommended 
book Recommended 
American Heritage (periodical) 


Indians the Plains 
Narrative Eugene Rachlis. Golden Press. Apr. 1960. 
152p., maps, illus. bds. $3.50; buckram $3.75. 
can Heritage Junior Library) 


colorful picture-text narrates the history the Plains 
Indians from Coronado’s time, when the area from the 
Mississippi the Rockies and over million bison 
were all theirs, down January 15, 1891, when the 


last Sioux remnants straggled into reservation, 


numbers decimated, the buffalo nearly exterminated, 
their way life completely changed. Early sections 
the book, after glimpse the prehistoric native, 
describe the effect the white man’s horses, Plains 
dress, sports, religion and dances, arts and sign lar 
guage, tepees and travels. But least half the text 
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devoted the 19th century when white men in- 
the Plains explore and trap, wagon trains 
for permanent settlement, treaty after treaty 
was broken, and the Indian took the warpath 
self-defense. But homesteaders, the telegraph, 
the repeating rifle and the railroad, are told, spelled 
their doom. These pages our history not make 
pretty reading. The concluding section destroys various 
myths about the Indian which Americans have created 
successive periods. The approximately 200 re- 
lithographs, engravings and museum 
include works Catlin, Bodmer, Kane and 
Remington—these are bold color and design. Fifteen 
‘Special Supplements” scattered throughout the text 
two-page albums pictures and explanatory 
concerning gold rushes, the Pony Express, the 
Indian woman’s life, sign language, and others. These 
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have high interest value and are helpful making the 
possible text concrete the same time that they interfere with 
under the narrative. The accuracy text and pictures 


the Assistant Director the Museum 
History and Technology, Smithsonian Institution, who 
wrote the Foreword. handsome book, with informa- 
young people should have. 
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oad Show William (Editor) 
3.50. (IV) Poems Magic and Spells 
slight Peggy Bacon. World. Apr. 1960. 224p. 
About 900 delightful poems, some familiar, others less 
Well-known, some established writers, some trans- 
lated from other languages. are “magical,” though 
eek the kind magic may result from spells, witches, 
here humor, shivery terror, human affairs and/or 
eventually and wonder nature’s ways. Their lilting 
lines sing and invite chanting aloud. The themes spur 
geek the word pictures evoke wonder and 
uch “Up the airy mountain,” Harold Monro’s 
enough ‘Nymph, nymph, what are your beads,” and 
Mare’s “Slowly, silently, now the moon.” But 
Cummings’ “Who knows the moon’s,” the witches 
from Macbeth, and Emily Dickinson’s know 
sme lonely houses” are here, too, and many others 
comparable quality. For good measure, there 
friendly little Introduction the compiler which 
explains that while knows all good poetry magical 
has held his selections “poems which have 
direct dealing with fairies, leprechauns, goblins, 
Moreover, admits has included few 
Plains that even does not quite understand but 
1960. thinks they are all the more mysterious because the 
exciting feeling they convey almost understanding 
thm. would difficult find collection better 
the overcome resistance poetry, from the 
from the fourth grade straight through high school. 
rion, Dietz, Francis 
What Cathoic Girls Should Know About 
sections Marriage 
1960. pa., 128p. $0.95. (Dome Book) 
According the cover, this the material the author 


high school girls. must have been profitable instruc- 


tion for his students because, although the volume 
slight, the advice sound and the point. Girls are 
told that marriage job worked at; that 
based unselfish love; and that its first task bring 
children into the world and care for them. What 
look for husband—and how identfy these 
qualifications—and what avoid, are specified. The 
impediments marriage are reviewed. Sex and 
out marriage delicately but calmly alluded to, but 
the necessity for spiritual union also stressed. There 
good section beforehand preparation for this job: 
preservation chastity, learning homemaking, 
management, building good health, collecting trous- 
seau and developing spiritual outlook. Practical de- 
tails such informing the pastor, the certificates which 
must obtained for him, the contract that must 
signed mixed marriages, and the spiritual preparation 
the form frequent Communion, are also included. 
Finally, there common-sense advice how get 
along with husband and make the marriage 
success. Delivered orally and with person-to-person 
contact, the lectures were undoubtedly simple and 
logical. Written, they may seem some girls overly 
compact and heavy. The addition few illustrative 
examples the form pseudo-case-histories would 
have leavened the presentation more easily diges- 
tible form for the voluntary reader. assigned read- 
ing for Christian Doctrine Guidance courses, 
course, the book does not suffer this handicap. 


The Singing Cave 
Funk. Apr. 186p. 


Eilis 
Illustrated Stan Campbell. 
$2.95. 

Like the author’s earlier books, The House the Shore, 
1956, and The Island Horses, 1957, this happy 
combination adventure and atmosphere. The robust 
action has with young Pat Cooney’s discovery 
cave the shore Barrinish, small island off 
Galway. Concealed since Norse times, the cave was 
uncovered great storm and announced its presence 
deep ringing sound. Exploration Pat and his 
grandfather revealed the skeleton Norseman, the 
remains his longboat and delicately carved, alto- 
gether fascinating gaming board with tremendous poten- 
tialities for village entertainment and prestige. But the 
one scholar the island, dried-up, academically 
proud man, not only denied the possibility the find, 
(because had previously maintained Vikings ever 
came Barrinish), but immediately arranged for its 
secret removal. The attempt recover his treasures 
sent young Pat and his chum Tom over Brittany 
the hold lobster boat, back Ireland his grand- 
father’s hooker, and into the waves once more 
fragile currach. Well sustained the action is, 
the way life which most artistically portrayed and 
which constitutes the fiber the story itself. Whether 
the evening get-togethers the grandfather’s cabin, 
when all the gossip the day was exchanged, Patsy 
Ward’s traveling circus which capitalized that gossip 
hastily concocting “play” about it, currach race, 
market day Brittany, the scenery, action and chra- 
acters are authentic, original and colorful. The inter- 
action setting and characters consistent and life- 
like. The plot will probably appeal most junior 
high students, but the writer will please any age. 
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Phyllis (Editor) 

The Price Liberty; Stories the American 

Revolution 
Illustrated William Lohse. 
191p. $3.00. 
Twelve short stories, some name authors like Howard 
Fast, Stephen Vincent Benet, Walter Edmonds and 
Howard Pyle, and all selected show that the war 
was unromantic, involved good men among the Loyalists 
and evil men among the Patriots, spite leaders 
whose names are deservedly remembered was fought 
the common people. find sadly heroic tale 
about British spy, another about the conflict loyal- 
ties among Scottish descendants, third about the ill 
treatment innocent Loyalists hotheaded Patriots. 
couple center about Hessian soldiers; another pair 
prisoner escapes. one story George Washington 
the chief character; another, watch the Battle 
King’s Mountain. Treatment varies from light-hearted 
humor tense drama. Not surprisingly, some have 
greater appeal than others. But taken together they 
give good impression the confusion ordinary 
people’s minds, their determination and ingenuity once 
they knew what was involved, and the courage and 
suffering the conflict entailed. Can read junior 
high and will prove enlightening older student, 
well. 


Morrow. Mar. 16, 1960. 


Hall, Marjory Hatbox for Mimi 
Funk. Apr. 248p. $2.95. 


The attractive models and beautiful clothes today’s 
fashion magazines have set many high school girl 
dreaming career modeling. Tall, attractive Mimi 
Spain was exception. Oldest six girls and recent- 
graduated from high school, her ambition was fashion 
modeling. After summer spent helping with house- 
hold chores and family responsibilities, she asserted her 
independence and, with parental approval, organized 
her sisters take over the family tasks, applied the 
town’s biggest department store for modeling job, and 
took the sales job offered, hoping for lucky break and 
recognition her possibilities model. short 
time, recommendation store executive moved 
her the fashion staff. There she modeled dresses, 
did odd jobs and all the leg work between department 
heads and the fashion coordinator. Thus she learned 
the basic techniques and much about modeling career 
from working models and got her chance show her 
talent when one the regulars could not appear. Final- 
ly, New York model appearing special show no- 
ticed her and helped her get job New York where 
she made the grade top model. 


The story covers the usual phases getting start, 
advancement and the exacting demands this so- 
called glamorous career. reveals the tedious work, 
irregular employment and low wages while learning, 
well the various types high-salaried jobs and 
interesting assignments for those who make good. Warm 
family relationships and romantic interlude round 
out this satisfying career story, whose young readers 
will surely see that all girls cannot expect get the 


Best 


breaks and reach the top quickly and easily 
Mimi Spain. 
Frances Dowling, 
Dunmore Senior High School, 
Dunmore, Pennsylvania 


Hogner, Dorothy Childs Water Over the Dan 
Illustrated Nils Hogner. Lippincott. Mar. 23, 
220p. $3.95. 

The careful research implicit the bibliography 
pended this book borne out the extensive cover. 
age the author has made the subject man’s ha. 
nessing water power, both past and present 
tions. The accuracy her data seems assured the 
impressive list individuals and official technical 
organizations whom she thanks her 
Certainly, the ordinary reader should content with 
the information provided dams, high and low, big 
and small, fat and thin, old and new, the United 
States; restored mills, ironworks and abandoned 
dams the same country; ancient, medieval and 
modern dams Europe, Australia, Africa and 
international and World Bank cooperation many 
similar ventures today. Advantages and 
the dam are considered; the former outweighing the 
latter, though the disadvantages are candidly admitted 
including the big one that silting may make the 


mendously costly undertaking ultimately useless. 


the more entertaining chapters describe 
attempts compensate for interference with the private 
lives anadromous fish, and their recourse certain 
circumstances the original dam-builder the all, 
the busy beaver. Classes World Problems and 
Conservation should find the material very 
the intellectually curious should find very 


Gerald 
America Grows Up; History for Peter 


Illustrated Leonard Everett Fisher. Morrow. Apr. 16, 
1960. 223p. $3.75. 


This second volume the trilogy planned for the 


thor’s grandson begins with the Constitutional era and 


ends with our entrance into World War The book 
well named, since throughout the author’s focus 
the events and trends which shaped America’s char- 
acter until she was President Theodore 
time truly grown-up, ready assume leadership and 
responsibility among the nations the world. 
going the rigid framework textbook, lingers over 
such phases the remarkable, original document the 
Constitution has proved be, the political philosophy 
such leaders Jefferson, Hamilton and Jackson, the 
Industrial Revolution and its effects upon the infant 
nation, the Civil War and the money-grabbing period 
which followed it, Theodore Roosevelt’s tight and 
sometimes arbitrary handling the reins 
ment, and the reason entered World War 
was not altogether make the world safe for 
racy. The author outstanding when comes 
senting both sides problem—the Civil War peri 

particularly well presented—and unusually 
summing personalities and achievements 
American statesmen. Since they not detract from 


the overall quality the book would petty 
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with some his unmodified statements, e.g.: 
“Abraham Lincoln became almost saint the South” 
(not regions known this reader); “Since Wilson 
Sch president has also been important leader 
free nations”; and the perpetuation the legend 
James Watt’s teakettle-inspired invention the 
engine. Phrased for grades six eight, and 


the Dam thoughtful enough for any age. 
23, 1960, 


cover Jan. 20,1960. 182p. $3.00. 
man’s The author the successful You Want 
his latest book cover the field science. 
has good plan: after examination the char- 
troduction, which set the scientist apart from his fellows, 
ntent with then, the scientist nothing more than 
United the scientific world and the general training 
abandoned becoming active participant that 
dieval world, devotes separate chapters mathematics, 
and physical sciences, the biological sciences and the 
sciences. Concluding chapters emphasize the in- 
advantage non-scientific courses which should car- 
eighing the undergraduate study, the importance the ad- 
admitted degree, choice school, and “money and mar- 
the tre rage.” conclusion, points out the fringe areas 
less. science which important discoveries are yet 
made. comparison with his earlier books, the writ- 
the private ing here seems labored, spite anecdote, occasional 
allusion and provocative phrase. much 
the devoted destroying the stereotype the 
and unsocial scientist that one wonders may 
ery not induce that very pattern thought his readers. 
satisfying Covering such wide territory must, cannot 
concrete, factual data nor imagination-stirring 
for any one the fields. The young reader 
sure that science his field but uncertain which 
for Peter division attempt will undoubtedly read the book 
Apr. with interest and reward. question, however, 
whether the vacillating individual would cajoled 


the into entering the scientific world reading this volume. 
era and 


focus Page, Patti Once Upon Dream 
Bobbs. Mar. 28, 1960. photogs. $2.95. 
herself adolescent girls with dreams 


and problems solve, this popular recording 


and star advises them how achieve 
their goals their own efforts. She establishes friendly 


ingers over 


with her readers and builds their confidence 
the revealing her own problems their age and 
the infant she overcamethem, her rise fame and her happy 
ing period addition, she discusses the importance 
tight and home without sacrificing family co- 
personality, charm, good manners, good 
careful diet, proper rest, overcoming shyness, 
boys like, spiritual development and 
nes Granting that all are not endowed with her 
and cannot expect the breaks she got, she as- 
perceptive her readers that dreams can made come true 


drive, wholesome standards and readiness 
for the break when does come. Though not opposed 
going steady—she discusses its drawbacks 


tract from 


petty 


frequent consequences—she points out that adolescent 


marriage often leads divorce because immaturity, 


insecurity and family responsibilities for which the 
adolescent not prepared. Rather she advises career 
before marriage help one mature, develop responsi- 
bility, and meet men real-life situations before set- 
tling the final choice. Chatty, somewhat senti- 


mental, (though she claims she not), but wholesome. 


Her fans high school, and their friends, will read her 


book and find some sound advice it. 
Frances Dowling 


Philip 

Careers and Opportunities Chemistry 
Introduction George Murphy. Dutton. Mar. 25, 
1960. 147p., photogs. $3.50. 
clear-cut, lively fashion, the history chemistry 
and its status today are briefly sketched, with relative 
present-day interest the specialized fields indicated, 
demand and median starting salaries estimated. Per- 
sonal qualifications such intelligence, imagination, 
patience and exactness are stipulated basic, with in- 
teresting anecdotes famous chemists who possessed 
these traits and what they achieved. While the author 
calls extreme the view that graduate training indis- 
pensable, admits that salaries, prestige and place- 
ment opportunities favor the chemist with M.S. and/or 
Ph.D. degree. Then, after separate chapters analyzing 
the work the organic and the inorganic chemist, 
(again, with factual, concrete instances their impor- 
tant contributions), the author takes with some de- 
tail the work, training, and rewards the analytical 
chemist, biochemist, physical chemist, chemical engi- 
neer, technical salesman, and woman chemist. 
appendix lists accredited institutions which grant de- 
grees chemistry and chemical engineering. Two fea- 
tures make the book: the positive, encouraging invita- 
tion the author extends undertake career chem- 
istry, without minimizing its demands; and the amount 
incidental information provided about chemical mat- 
ters and achievements, which serve keep interest 


high. 


Richards, Leverett Ice Age Coming? 
Day. Jan. 128p., photogs., map. $3.25. 

“Story Glaciers, Bergs, and Ice Caps,” are 
given the first chapter rapid, comprehensive ac- 
count the last the great ice ages, but the remainder 
the small volume deals with modern remnants 
the ice sheets. Hence, find descriptions glaciers 
today, their activities, their eccentricities, (bombs 
only dent them—a 1000-ton ship made ice cruised 
Canadian lake during the summer 1943—Malaspina 
Glacier Alaska supports full-grown forest its 
back), icebergs, ice mountains and ice caps. The 
work and the tools the glaciologist 
sketched. The theories offered explanation ice 
ages and the likelihood another coming are con- 
cisely stated. Numerous clear photographs add the 
interest simply phrased, judiciously selected body 
facts about natural phenomenon which often comes 
for investigation geography and general science 
classes. For junior high and up. 


Ruchlis, Hyman 
Drawings Alice Hirsh. 
photogs. $2.95. 

This “Picture Story How and Why See” dis- 
cusses the various theories concerning the nature 
light, its behavior, kinds both visible and invisible, and 
rays. short section devoted the science optics. 
The author talks directly the reader and his presen- 
tation simple and familiar the subject permits. 
Homely illustrations from the world around serve 
springboards interest. The implications dis- 
coveries this field upon our everyday life are brought 
home. Excellent photographs and clear designs which 
are integral part the book promote both clarity 
and interest. And thought questions the end 
certain chapters challenge the reader. (Fortunately, 
answers these questions are considerately provided 
the end the book.) Though the publishers intend 
for ages ten years and up, struck this reader 
being most helpful when used collateral reading 
the high school physics class, with occasional younger 
ready for it. The author, whose Orbit, (1958), was 
well received, was formerly Brooklyn high school 
science teacher. 


The Wonder Light 
Harper. Mar. 1960. 154p., 


Wibberley, Leonard Peter Treegate’s War 
Farrar. Mar. 1960. 156p. $2.95. (Ariel Books) 


this second the four stories planned about the 
Treegate family, the boy from John Treegate’s Musket 
wears old and active participant the Revo- 
lutionary War. takes part the battle Breed’s 
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Hill and the siege Boston, imprisoned 
British barque, escapes engage the Battles 
ton and Princeton following the famous crossing 
Delaware, and the Battle the Wilderness 
stopped Burgoyne. his side for most the 
and for interlude the Carolina mountains 
foster father, the Maclaren Spey, that ardent 
adherent whose clan had been wiped out Culloden, 
His military experiences apart, Peter troubled 
his relationship with the Maclaren whose ties bind him 
defunct way life, the clan system, with 
thought loyalty the colonies beyond killing 
many British can. There neatly ironic touch 
the Maclaren’s death and his connection with 
British officer. None the characters, however, 
well-rounded and vital. The important phase the 
book the war and its background, the 
army and its inadequate equipment, the strategy and 
failures. There also suspenseful sailing 
sode. 
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